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REVIEWS:
Rex Adams, Calvary Assembly of God, 9/29/16

I have been extremely impressed with this Proverbs study! We have been going through it during a Wednesday night Bible study with our adult group, and the response has been extremely positive. People have been underlining and highlighting passages, taking notes, and finding ways to apply the wisdom of Proverbs to their daily lives. I love hearing testimonies of people that have come across situations in their week that line up exactly with something they learned from the Bible study. The practical applications and solid exegesis of the book has made this an incredible experience for our class. Thanks for the great work!

Hello,

My name is Jeff Smith and these are my notes on the book of Proverbs from the Bible. They were written when I taught an adult Bible Study at my church. I feel the ideas of the wisdom scriptures are a neglected part of the Bible in the Evangelical and Charismatic/Pentecostal church circles I fellowship with. They need a good re-look and re-think to help us run our lives and our churches better. 

There are several good reasons for this study. I used Proverbs to teach wisdom to my kids when they were small. Having wise people around a church and being good at “judging among ourselves” is one way Paul encouraged peace in the local church (1Co 6:1-5). This helps us to solve problems as they occur, and lifts some of the burden off the leader to have to step in and sort them out for us. Wisdom helps us to have a long and blessed life (Pro 3:2) but it also trains believers to take the reins of power, both inside and outside the church, just as being wise helped to keep Solomon on the throne of Israel (1Ki 3:28; 4:1). This may be key to winning the culture wars we are facing. 

One roadblock to the study of Solomon is, once we unpack these many short, ancient sayings, and place them into a modern context, some can land with some very diverse meanings. Some versions of a single verse seem to say the reverse of the other. This study chose a version of scripture in simple English, but has drawn from comments on the ancient Hebrew, plus the many modern tellings of each verse to get the larger drift or meaning implied. Single sources cannot always be cited. 

The format of this study was of a lecture with the attendees filling in the blanks. Each section was enough for one, 45 min Sunday School class with time for questions. The answers to the fill spaces are in the back of each section. I spend three months on those first nine chapters with my class. The second section contains individual verses divided up by subject with comments on each. They are meant to create free-flowing discussions on subjects like “How To Be A Good Leader,” or “How To Have a Good Life." They were drawn from a weekly column I wrote in our church bulletin called "The Wisdom Corner" and could still be used that way.

I feel from the Almighty to offer these notes free of charge. This means not one dime. Feel free to use, reproduce and even sell them if you want, as long as they are used for God’s kingdom. If any in the Jewish community find them helpful, please feel free to adapt them to your own needs. The basic ideas came from you folks anyway. I do ask that if you use my notes, that I be given the credit and if you improve on them, I be given credit for whatever they may have added. 

Any feedback would be most welcomed. 

Jeff Smith Th M. 
November 16, 2016

contact: NextDayChurch.org
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Solomon was the king of the ancient kingdom of Israel 3000 years ago. He ruled from BC 1015 to 975, inheriting the throne from his father David. In a profound act of humility, as he prepared to accept the crown, Solomon asked the Almighty for wisdom to rule Israel. 

7 And now, O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in the place of David my father; and I am only a young boy, with no knowledge of how to go out or come in. 8 And your servant has round him the people of your selection, a people so great that they may not be numbered, and no account of them may be given. 9 Give your servant, then, a wise heart for judging your people, able to see what is good and what evil; for who is able to be the judge of this great people? 10 Now these words and Solomon’s request were pleasing to the Lord. 11 And God said to him, Because your request is for this thing, and not for long life for yourself or for wealth or for the destruction of your haters, but for wisdom to be a judge of causes; 12 I have done as you said: I have given you a wise and far-seeing heart, so that there has never been your equal in the past, and never will there be any like you in the future.1Kings 3:7-12

Solomon was the son of King David, the first successful king of Israel. David was a fierce, brilliant warrior who subdued all the surrounding enemies of Israel in his lifetime. David was also a musician, poet and song writer, composing some of the most beautiful songs of worship ever written. Most important though, David had united the twelve tribes of Israel under the worship of the mysterious deity, Yaweh, calling Him friend and ally, as well as creator and Lord. Introduction

Solomon was a son of a tragic union between King David and the wife of one of his soldiers, Uriah the Hittite. The affair with Bathsheba, the murder of her husband and David’s taking Bathsheba as one of his wives resulted in the death of their first child, upheavals in his household, civil war, David losing his throne for a time and the deaths of several of his sons. Solomon had never been to war, had been raised largely by his mother, and had just put one of his brothers to death to protect his throne. Despite the king’s troubles, Israel was becoming a wealthy and powerful nation, the other major empires falling into disarray for a while. 

Here are some things to consider:
Could Solomon have other brothers or enemies in his court who lusted after power?
Could his subjects consider him unfit to rule them? Why might they think that?
During David’s reign, Israel had been at war and now there was peace. Did the nation need a new direction?
In a time of war, one needed soldiers, farmers and some craftsmen. What kind of skills are needed in a time of peace?

Have you ever been a leader in some capacity? What was it like? Did it make you worried?

What were some of the problems facing Solomon at this time that might have prompted his public prayer? 



Now look at the following verses: 
16 Then two loose women of the town came and took their places before the king; 17 And one of them said, O my lord, I and this woman are living in the same house; and I gave birth to a child by her side in the house. 18 And three days after the birth of my child, this woman had a child: we were together, no other person was with us in the house but we two only. 19 In the night, this woman, sleeping on her child, was the cause of its death. 20 And she got up in the middle of the night and took my son from my side while your servant was sleeping; and she took it in her arms and put her dead child in my arms.
 21 And when I got up to give my child the breast, I saw that it was dead; but in the morning, looking at it with care, I saw that it was not my son. 22 And the other woman said, No; but the living child is my son and the dead one yours. But the first said, No; the dead child is your son and the living one mine. So they kept on talking before the king. 23 Then the king said, One says, The living child is my son, and yours is the dead: and the other says, Not so; but your son is the dead one and mine is the living. 24 Then he said, Get me a sword. So they went and put a sword before the king. 25 And the king said, Let the living child be cut in two and one half given to one woman and one to the other. 26 Then the mother of the living child came forward, for her heart went out to her son, and she said, O my lord, give her the child; do not on any account put it to death. But the other woman said, It will not be mine or yours; let it be cut in two. 27 Then the king made answer and said, Give her the child, and do not put it to death; she is the mother of it. 28 And news of this decision which the king had made went through all Israel; and they had fear of the king, for they saw that the wisdom of God was in him to give decisions.1 Kings 3:16-28  

Some issues to consider:
How did it affect those who wanted his throne? Did it make them more eager to oppose him or did it give them reason to think twice?
What kind of message did it send to his subjects about how he would to rule his kingdom?
What kind of message did this send to the kingdoms around him about how he would treat them?
What kind of message does it send to us today? 

How did this act of wisdom, affect his rule as king? 




Solomon now had moral power. Before this he could demand his subjects follow him, but now he can inspire them. They would listen, not just because he could threaten but also because he was just.
For forty years until his death, he ruled his kingdom with what would have to be described as uncanny wisdom. A small number of his many sayings and writings are found in the Bible, in the Book of Proverbs, from which this work is drawn, in his Song of Songs and in the Book of Ecclesiastes. The Book of Proverbs is his most practical of the three. Writing to us as if he were a father speaking to a beloved son, he begins with “My son, I want you to be wise. I don't want you to be a fool" (Proverbs 1:7). Some things haven’t changed in 3000 years.    

What are some of the problems we face today that are hard to figure out?


What kinds of problems would we like to solve if we had wisdom?


Read: 
29 And God gave Solomon a great store of wisdom and good sense, and a mind of wide range, as wide as the sand by the seaside. 30 And Solomon’s wisdom was greater than the wisdom of all the people of the East and all the wisdom of Egypt.  . . . 34 People came from every nation to give ear to the wisdom of Solomon, from all the kings of the earth who had word of his wisdom.1 Kings 4: 29-34

How did his wisdom affect people in other countries? How might knowing his wisdom affect those around us?

Read:
10:1 Now the queen of Sheba, hearing great things of Solomon, came to put his wisdom to the test with hard questions. 2 And she came to Jerusalem with a very great train, with camels weighted down with spices, and stores of gold and jewels: and when she came to Solomon she had talk with him of everything in her mind. 3 And Solomon gave her answers to all her questions; there was no secret which the king did not make clear to her. 4 And when the queen of Sheba had seen all the wisdom of Solomon, and the house which he had made, 5 And the food at his table, and all his servants seated there, and those who were waiting on him in their places, and their robes, and his wine-servants, and the burned offerings which he made in the house of the Lord, there was no more spirit in her. 6 And she said to the king, The account which was given to me in my country of your acts and your wisdom was true. 7 But I had no faith in what was said about you, till I came and saw for myself; and now I see that it was not half the story; your wisdom and your wealth are much greater than they said. 8 Happy are your wives, happy are these your servants whose place is ever before you, hearing your words of wisdom. 9 May the Lord your God be praised, whose pleasure it was to put you on the seat of the kingdom of Israel; because the Lord’s love for Israel is eternal, he has made you king, to be their judge in righteousness. 1 Kings 10:1-9




What were some of the things Solomon accomplished?



Did the Queen find a “sick organization?” Did she find the palace staff full of complaints? Was gossip and bickering making things run slowly? Was money being wasted? Was morale low? Was there a basic lack of trust? Were their rival power centers competing with the king?


When the Queen of Sheba came to Solomon’s kingdom, to see if the stories she had heard were true, she said was amazed. She said these people get along with each other, they are happy doing it and the kingdom is running very well.

According to Verse 8 and 9, what were the reasons for his success?


When Solomon’s wisdom is taught in a group, it creates a climate of being fair and honest, of being able to take correction when needed, and of doing a job well. It is like putting oil in a car engine, that allows the many fast-moving parts to move with less friction. It makes the job of being king easier. If one ever has to lead a group, sharing this wisdom with those we have to lead will make the job easier.

  

1 The unlearning: it comes before . . .
“Listen, or your words will make you deaf” Cherokee

Summary: Wise people learn best by first unlearning things that are not true.
Proverbs 1:1-8
Here are some things people believe. Circle the ones you agree with, draw a line through the ones you think are wrong and if you are not sure about something, leave it alone:You should believe in your self.
You should believe in God.
Rich people steal from poor people.
Poor people are lazy.
Trust your heart to guide you in life.
Boys are gross. Girls are crazy.
Follow your dreams.
The main goal in life is to be happy.
Good people go to heaven when they die.
You shouldn’t’t lie, but sometimes it’s OK.  
God helps those who help themselves.
God watches over us. 
Don't take something that doesn’t belong to you.

1:1 The wise sayings of Solomon, the son of David, king of Israel.1:2 To have knowledge of wise teaching; to be clear about the words of reason: 

The Hebrew term “wisdom” means “firm” or “solid” and suggests a judgement or belief based on sound reasons (Elliot).

The term “teaching” in the Hebrew suggests the idea of our being willing to accept discipline, and rebuke, (BDB, Strong) as if becoming wise may sometimes be painful. Some of the things we will learn about ourselves, and others may hurt.

1:2 To be trained (or corrected-BDB) in the ways of wisdom, in righteousness and judging truly and straight behaviour:

The essence of wisdom is we allow ourselves to be corrected, or we give up what we believe, and facts we think we know, if those things are not true, (Prov 13:5,15:14) even if it is painful to do so.

“It isn't what we don't know that gives us trouble, it's what we know that ain't so” 
Will Rogers

“It’s what a man learns after he knows everything that counts.”



So why is learning sometimes painful?
What People Often Believe:

· Chad was raised in a home where he was told all rich people are greedy and they steal from the poor. As an adult he makes a great income, but at the end of the month he finds he is often broke, having spent, given away, squandered or lost much of what he earned.
· Shondra is a pretty young woman who has had abusive boyfriends. She has been seen in the Emergency Room several times for cuts and bruises from her drunken fights with them. A friend once asked her why she always hangs out with these kinds of guys and in a moment of honesty said, “I guess I don’t think I deserve any better.”
· Rollie has been stolen from. A partner in a business deal cheated him and he is angry. Recently he told a friend, “Sometimes you have to make your own justice.”
· Hallie believes you must “live life to the fullest” and sometimes you have to “break the rules” to get what you want. Her mother said something about her drinking the other day. 

Pick one of these people and write out what they believe that may be leading them in a bad direction. Then write how would changing this belief make their life better.


1:3 To receive (or to take, to get, to seize-Strong) the instruction of wisdom, justice, and judgment, and equity; (KJV)

Think of a leader you admire. How vital is it for him or her to be fair?





1:4 To make the simple-minded sharp, (or to be shrewd or crafty in a good sense-BDB/Strong)

“See, I send you out as sheep among wolves. Be then as wise as snakes, and as gentle as doves.” Matthew 10:16.

In Acts 23:6-10 when Paul was addressing the Sanhedrin, he realized he was in danger. What did he do to get himself out of danger? Was this a smart thing to do?

So can believers be “crafty?” Isn’t it the same as being sneaky and deceitful? Is it a good thing?



1.4... and to give the young man knowledge, and serious purpose:

Can being wise sometimes build a bridge between young and old, and between those who need good advice and those who have it?

The Hebrew word for “serious purpose” simply means to have a “plan” (Strong). A plan is a good thing to have. Solomon argues ALL of life is predictable and can be planned for.

1:5 A wise man will hear, and will increase learning; (KJV)

Solomon wrote for the young and naive, but also for the wise who want to know more. Wise people listen well. One would think if a person is smart somehow, they would talk a lot, but that is not true. It is the wise person who listens and keeps on learning. The fool already knows enough and demands to be heard. The Cherokee Tribe has a saying: “Listen, or your words will make you deaf.”

Solomon wrote for the young and naive, but also for another kind of person. According to this verse, what other kind of person might benefit from what he wrote?

1:6 To get the sense of wise sayings and secrets, and of the words of the wise and their dark sayings.

Solomon confirms our fears, there are secrets to this life only a few know about. But they are not being withheld or covered up. It is just most don’t bother to find them. Wise people seek to make sense out of these secrets and dark sayings. They know those roadblocks do not stand in the way of single-minded pursuit for very long. 

Is life easy to understand, or are there secrets to living a good life?


1:7 The fear (or respect BDB) of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction (correction or discipline BDB). (KJV)

This verse tells us what any schoolteacher already knows. Before we can know something, there must be respect. We first respect God as the one who made all things and knows all things. Then we respect the world He made, because it is based on logic and reason. Then we respect our teachers as gifts to help us in this process. Then we respect ourselves as being someone who can make sense of these things. We respect our fellow students in the same way.  Without respect, our classroom descends into chaos. Based on respect, we learn.

According to 1:7, what is the first step we need to take before we can learn anything?



1:8 My son, give ear to the training (other trans: instruction) of your father, and do not give up the teaching (or law KJV; Lit: the Torah) of your mother: 1:9 For they will be a crown of grace for your head, and chain-ornaments about your neck. 

The reward of being trained in this way is to receive high honors and status. Both the crown and the gold chain (Get 41:42, Dan 5:7,16, 29) were the ancient symbols of being a king or a near ruler.

If we want to be honored someday, what is the first step in reaching that goal?





Summary: The sting of being corrected by wisdom is nothing compared to the misery of being a fool.2 the first mystery: who is this woman? 
“Wisdom calls . . . , She raises her voice” 1:20 (KJV)


Read Proverbs 1:20-31
1:20 Wisdom is crying out in the street; her voice is loud in the open places; 

Wise people know it goes against our nature to hear good advice; and we must make ourselves listen to this voice. While the book was written in ancient times to teach young men, those lessons are sometimes expressed through the voice of a woman. This is to show God does not favor one kind of person over the other. The wise person hears wise advice, even when it comes from someone we would not expect to hear it from.

Solomon presents us with his first puzzle. Who is this person? Is she a real or is she a picture of something? What might she represent?



1:21 Her words are sounding in the meeting-places, and in the doorways of the town:
22 How long, you simple ones, will foolish things be dear to you (or, how long will you love being simple-most other versions)? And pride a delight to the haters of authority (or scorners)? How long will the foolish go on hating knowledge? 

Lady wisdom shows us three kinds of people she must contend with: 

The term “simple ones” means to be best applies to those who are young and naive (Clarke). They believe every word (Prov 14:15) someone tells them, are easy to lie to (Strong), and are open-minded but gullible (BDB). We all start out that way; these stay that way. 
What does it mean to be “simple or naive?”



“Scorner” comes from a root which means to scorn, “make mouths at,” to talk arrogantly. It also means to “mock” or “deride” (to make fun of, to laugh at). From this root we get the idea of boasting, to be puffed up, to scoff at or to act as a mocker (BDB).

“If you are looking for an easy project, try faultfinding. It requires no talent, no brains and no character to get started in the business of grumbling.”
What is a “scorner?”



A “fool” is someone who is weak in their thinking, but is also confident. They have a “fond expectation of good,” are short sighted, ready to form rash hopes and are careless as they commit all they have to an uncertain issue. They oppose those who do right and are easily made angry (William Wilson).
How would you define a “fool?”



23 Be turned again by my sharp words: (And why is she so angry?)

“Love cannot endure indifference. It needs to be wanted, it needs to be fed out of the oil of another’s heart, or its flame burns low.”
Henry Ward Beecher, brother of Harriet Beecher Stowe

Wisdom cannot endure our indifference. She wishes we give up our foolish ways and seek her, for it is the only way we can have a wise and discerning heart. She is like a wise woman in love with a foolish man, who can only favor him when he chooses to chase her. While we can't always choose our background, our traits or our current place in life, we can always choose what we will love.

“Those who are willing to face the music may one day lead the band.”
. . . see, I will send the flow of my spirit on you, and make my words clear to you. 24 Because your ears were shut to my voice; no one gave attention to my out-stretched hand; 25 You were not controlled by my guiding, and would have nothing to do with my sharp words: 26 So in the day of your trouble I will be laughing; I will make sport of your fear; 27 When your fear comes on you like a storm, and your trouble like a rushing wind; when pain and sorrow come on you. 28 Then I will give no answer to their cries; searching for me early, they will not see me: 29 For they were haters of knowledge and did not give their hearts to the fear of the Lord: 30 They had no desire for my teaching, and my words of protest were as nothing to them.

What is the final end of those who ignore wisdom?


Wisdom concludes this chapter what many of us figure out after a while. The “sting” of her sharp words is nothing compared to the wretched misery of being foolish. Learning often requires an ouch. But the pain we feel now protects us from the storm to come.

1:31 Therefore shall they eat of the fruit of their own way and be filled with their own devices. (KJV)

Yes, it’s true. We are punished more by our sins than for them. All of us need to fear these words, “I did this to myself. I have no one else to blame but me.”

What does it mean when we say, we are punished by our sins and the foolish things we do? 


 3 The search: Where do we go, to be wise?
 " . . . if you are crying out for good sense . . . looking for her as for silver.” 2:1-4

Summary: Wisdom must be searched for in a careful and thoughtful way. We avoid some sources and embrace others.

Proverbs Chapter 2

2:1 My son, if you will take my words to your heart, storing up my laws in your mind; 2:2 So that your ear gives attention to wisdom and your heart is turned to knowledge; 2:3 Truly, if you are crying out for good sense, and your request is for knowledge; 2:4 If you are looking for her as for silver, and searching for her as for stored-up wealth; 

We search for “her” as if we were looking for “silver” because the search for wisdom is a romance and a treasure hunt at the same time. How does a person hope to find wisdom? The same way a young man hopes to win the favor of a pretty woman; by wanting her company, by seeing her value, by being devoted in her pursuit, and by vowing to make her his only love.  She responds by slowly sharing her most secret treasures.

What kind of frame of mind do we need to be wise?



 2:5 Then the fear of the Lord will be clear to you, and knowledge of God will be yours. 6 For the Lord gives wisdom; out of his mouth comes knowledge and reason: 7 He has salvation stored up for the upright, he is a breastplate to those in whom there is no evil; 2:8 He keeps watch on the ways which are right and takes care of those who have the fear of him.

Scripture has many ironies. “He who loses his life shall find it (Matt 16:25).” “When I am weak, then I am strong (2Cor 12:10).” So, it is not odd the first step in getting this strength is to rely on God, knowing “He takes care of those who fear him” (Psa 33:18, 19). We must admit we are weak, foolish and in need of His help. Wisdom is a gift of God to any fool, foolish enough to ask for it.

So, what is the first step in our journey to be wise? 


If we seek wisdom to be more self-reliant and strong enough to handle life’s problems, why do we begin by trusting in God to take care of us? Isn’t that just the reverse of what we want?





9 Then you will have knowledge of righteousness and right acting, and upright behavior, even of every good way.

God blesses good people, so thank God for His love, because none of us are all that good. He offers to make us upright though. Then these good things that apply to good people can apply to us too. We trust Him to make us the upright person we can’t be without His help.

What is the one quality required of us to have a blessed life?


2:10 When wisdom entereth into thine heart and knowledge is pleasant unto thy soul; (KJV)

When wisdom enters a heart, it changes more than our opinions. It changes our passions. The unlearned soul gives up its fight with knowledge and becomes pleased to learn things. The path to being wise goes from something hard to a delight. Wisdom is painful when we learn some of what we know is wrong. It becomes pleasant when we learn to freely give it up and get it right.

This verse suggests being wise is more about our passions and desires than being intelligent. Why? Why does knowledge have to become pleasant?




2:11 Wise purposes will be watching over you, and knowledge will keep you.

The idea here is being wise prepares us for all of life’s vital choices ahead of time and we need never have them catch us by surprise. This is staggering when you think about it. 
Many face life’s problems with clumsy or poorly thought-out battle plans. Those plans can also be cruel and self-serving. Some enter that conflict with no plan at all. But we can have a plan based on facts, is clever, full of insight and is just, all at the same time. Wise people don’t set foot into the field of conflict without a plan.

The Hebrew word for “wise purposes” means to have a wise and clever plan (Strong). Why is it vital to have a plan?




2:12 Giving you salvation from the evil man, from those whose words are false; 2:13 Who give up the way of righteousness, to go by dark roads; 2:14 Who take pleasure in wrongdoing, and have joy in the evil designs of the sinner; 

Many would suggest we get our advice from smart people. Solomon says we get our advice from good people.
Here, he talks about two kinds of bad sources of advice. He starts first with evil men, who think someone starting out good, then going bad is a great idea. While some do wrong and regret it, an evil man enjoys it, in himself and in others. This pleasure in doing wrong is the tip-off to stay away. 

While it is vital we seek good advice from good sources, it is just as important to avoid bad ones. What is this first, bad source? 


All of us have flaws. How can we tell the difference between a flawed man and an evil one?



2:16 To take you out of the power of the strange woman, who says smooth words with her tongue;  2:17 Who is false to the husband of her early years, and does not keep the agreement of her God in mind: 2:18 For her house is on the way down to death; her footsteps go down to the shades:  

While evil men tend to bully, evil women tend to beguile and flatter. He perverts the truth, she subverts the truth. The Hebrew implies the path to her trap slopes gently and not abruptly. The wrong is not brazen, but charming. Good is not so much opposed as it is forgotten. These dangers may not be limited to just women of course, but they do pose unique problems. The answer is found in the next verse.

How can you tell the difference between a flawed woman and an evil one?



2:20 That thou mayest walk in the way of good men and keep the paths of the righteous.  2:21 For the upright shall dwell in the land, and the perfect shall remain in it.  2:22 But the wicked shall be cut off from the earth, and the transgressors shall be rooted out of it (KJV).

For the young person or for any of us, finding one's way in life is a major problem. It is stunning how many out there want to lead us, who are openly evil. Come under their spell and life may be fun, but it will also be short. Not only will those people be removed, but they will be rooted out, so they never come back. In the meantime, the answer is for us to follow the paths of those few, good folks who have done right for a while. They will still be standing when the dust settles.

So, if we are to avoid getting advice from bad men and women, who should we get advice from? Why should we get it from them?




Planning The Next Step

I am passionate about being wise in this area of my life:


I admit I know little, something, or much (Circle One) about this area. 


I Will Include God in My Search By:


I Will Get My Facts From:


I Will Avoid Doing Evil By:


I Will Seek Counsel/Mentoring From:



The wisdom scriptures can help us to avoid problems. Some of life’s hardest lessons are laid out for the reader before they face them in real life. The tone is warm and friendly. It suggests Solomon wanted to spare us from learning these lessons the hard way. His words help the reader to be his or her best self.

4 the gift: a long and peaceful life
“For they will give you . . . years of life and peace” 3:1 

Summary: The reward of being wise is great.

Proverbs Chapter 3:1-3

3:1 My son, forget not my law; but let thine heart keep my commandments:  3:2 For length of days, and long life, and peace, shall they add to thee (KJV).  
The word “peace” comes from the Hebrew word “Shalom” which also suggests a life that is safe, where things are going well, people are happy and there is friendship (Strong). Length of days with peace is better than a short life with turmoil. Some think a law makes life dull or confining but that’s not true. In the story of Adam and Eve, the serpent asked Eve to focus on the one tree she couldn't have, and ignore the paradise they lived in. In the same way, we can be tempted to think only about the few things we shouldn't do and miss the many good things we can do. Don’t smoke, drink or cuss. So, what's left? There's enough to fill a long and happy lifetime.  
See also John 10:10
So, what is the goal or the gift here? What is the result as we become wise? 


Does everyone who is wise live a long life?


3:3 Let not mercy and good faith (or truth, most other trans) go from you; let them be hanging round your neck, recorded on your heart.
What is the truth in any matter? Can we grasp a problem without being fooled? If so, we have seen the truth, even though our work is only half done. Next, we must balance what we see with mercy. Don't excuse evil; forgive it and don’t get them confused. Love people, and be kind to them, but be faithful to what we know to be right. Not every issue is a matter of right and wrong, but when it is, we must see it and look for ways to forgive when we can. We cannot offer ourselves mercy and others truth, nor be too harsh on ourselves and forgive others. We must hold onto both mercy and truth.

“. . . by the mercy given to you, they may now get mercy.” Romans 11:31.




Summary: There are many other good reasons to pursue wisdom.Think of a problem right now that troubles you. Set aside your suspicions and write out what is the truth as far as you can tell.





What is the truth about us, our friends, and others involved in the problem? 





What kind of person am I? What kind of people are the others?







Now, where can we show mercy? Where can I try to understand? Where can I forgive other people? Where can I forgive myself?
5 the other gifts: These also come from being wise
“Direction, Health, Safety, Plenty, Happiness, Wealth, and on and on. ” 


Proverbs 3:5-35
Read the verse, then the discussion after and decide what the “gift” is. Write your answer in the space provided and compare it with the ones at the end of the section. See which one you like best.

3:5 Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.  3:6 In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths (KJV).
Or, in all your ways, know Him.
During times of weakness, we find He sustains us. When we fail, we know He is the forgiver of our sins. In discord, we find He reconciles. In turmoil, He brings great peace. During times of plenty, we know Him as the giver of gifts we often don’t deserve. In times of sorrow, He supports us and brings us comfort. In times of great trial, we yield to Him as He refines our faith.  Fools feel these drive us from Him. The wise know they are only ways to better know Him.

The Gift 0f ________________________________________

3:7 Put no high value on your wisdom: let the fear of the Lord be before you and keep yourself from evil: 3:8 This will give strength to your flesh, and new life to your bones.
Some things that seem very complex are quite simple. It's when we think we are smart we get into trouble. Some, through great learning and deep thinking, decide doing wrong is OK and doing right is out of step with the times. To conclude otherwise is called "simplistic thinking." Nonsense. If God says we don't do something, we don't do it. It doesn't take smarts. It takes healthy fear. Do things His way and we live longer.

The Gift of ________________________________________

3:9 Honor the LORD with thy substance, and with the first fruits of all thine increase:  3:10 So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine (KJV). 
In the last verse we find fearing God creates health. In this verse, honoring God brings about wealth. Of course, it makes no sense to give away our best, the first ten percent of our income or our "first fruits" of what we receive. But to do so changes the giver. It turns the stingy person into a generous one, who knows all those things came from God anyway. Tithing, or giving away the tenth of what we earn, creates a wealth of the heart that should come before other wealth. 

The Gift of ________________________________________

“All we can hold in our cold, dead hands is what we have given away.” 
Old Sanskrit Proverb

3:11 My son, do not make your heart hard against the Lord’s teaching; do not be made angry by his training (or by His having to correct you): 12 For to those who are dear to him the Lord says sharp words, and makes the son in whom he has delight undergo pain.
Those who don’t believe in God and those who believe only in a God of love stand on shaky ground when they are in pain. Pain comes to all of us, and it can change us into the kind of person we don’t want to be, such as one who is selfish or cruel. A fool resents pain and refuses to learn from it, but wise people see it as something sent to teach them and make them better. A wise person believes in One who is holy as well as loving. Yes, He loves us. Yes, He accepts us just as we are, but He reserves the right to change us into something better. 

The Gift of ________________________________________

3:13 Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth understanding.  3:14 For the merchandise of it is better than the merchandise of silver, and the gain thereof than fine gold. (KJV)  
Some are rich only in terms of money, but live lives poor and sad in other ways. This verse suggests wisdom is "better" than gold or silver. It doesn't say gold and silver are wrong, but they are a small part of a much larger picture. Using one's efforts and resources to become wise creates a joy and a wealth of the soul that is much broader and much better, than just money. 

The Gift of ________________________________________

3:15 She is more precious than rubies: and all the things thou canst desire are not to be compared unto her.  3:16 Length of days is in her right hand, and in her left-hand riches and honor. (KJV)
On one hand, some want riches and honor even if it involves danger and dishonesty. On the other hand, some might choose safety, preferring to live longer, even if it means not living better. Choose Wisdom and she offers the best of both, riches and honor, plus a long and an even eternal, life.

The Gift of ________________________________________

19 The Lord by wisdom put in position (or he created) the bases of the earth; by reason he put the heavens in their place. 20 By his knowledge the deep was parted, and dew came dropping from the skies.
It would make sense making the universe displays God’s power. This verse says it shows God’s wisdom, reason and knowledge. Therefore, choosing to be wise, to reason, and to get our facts straight also gives us the power to create. Not on the same scale of course. 

The Gift of ________________________________________

21 My son, keep good sense (or sound wisdom, insight, various trans), and do not let wise purpose (or discernment, understanding, thoughtfulness, various trans) go from your eyes. 
The Hebrew word for the term “good sense” suggests this is the “core,” the “essence,” or the “substance” of a thing. Wisdom is the simple, nitty-gritty of life. “Wise purpose” is the way we decide to act based on the first idea (Clarke). One is the map; the other is the journey. 

The Gift of ________________________________________

22 So they will be life for your soul, and grace for your neck. 23 Then you will go safely on your way, and your feet will have no cause for slipping. 24 When you take your rest you will have no fear, and on your bed, sleep will be sweet to you. 
The wise rest safely because they have hung onto good sense and choose to discern. 
Wisdom is not enough though. There are dangers out there far beyond our power to define or defend. At that point we use faith. 

The Gift of ________________________________________

27 Do not keep back good from those who have a right to it, when it is in the power of your hand to do it. 28 Say not to your neighbour, Go, and come again, and tomorrow I will give, when you have it by you at the time. 29 Do not make evil designs against your neighbour, when he is living with you without fear. 30 Do not take up a cause at law against a man for nothing, if he has done you no wrong. 31 Have no envy of the violent man or take any of his ways as an example. 32 For the wrong-hearted man is hated by the Lord, but he is a friend to the upright.

The Gift of ________________________________________

“Men of genius are admired.
 Men of wealth are envied.
 Men of power are feared, 
 But only men of character are trusted.”

3:35 The wise shall inherit Glory, but shame shall be the promotion of fools. (KJV) 
There is a famous story of a football player who ran the football the wrong way, towards the other team’s goal. His mistake made him famous. We can do the same thing. Our shame can make us well known; it can promote us. Some do foolish things and hope it is not found out. Others go for being wise and cannot escape the words “Well done!” 

The Gift 0f ________________________________________


My Answers:
The Gift of His Direction and the Gift of Himself
The Gift of Health
The Gift of Plenty
The Gift of Personal Growth
The Gift of Happiness
The Gifts of a Long Life, Wealth And Honor
The Power To Create
The Gift of Good Sense
The Gift of Safety
Peace With Our Neighbors
The Gift of Glory




“Summary: We don’t get the rewards of being wise without working at it.6 the work: the rewards require effort
Listen . . . Get . . . Avoid . . . Keep . . . Ponder; The Things We Gotta Do


“Opportunity is missed by most people because it is dressed in overalls and looks like work.”  Thomas Edison

Proverbs Chapter 4

4:1 Give ear, my sons, to the teaching of a father; give attention so that you may have knowledge.
Often in the teen years, young people are not as apt to listen to the advice of their parents. But wise young people know there are no other people on the earth as bound to their wellbeing as their mom and dad. Even when they don’t agree with their parents, they will give much thought to what someone with that bond will say. Should one or both parents be absent, or when those parents have failed in the most basic way, a young person can look for stand-in parents to instruct them. 

The Work of ___________________________

4:1-4 “Give ear, my sons, to the teaching of a father; give attention so that you may have knowledge: For I give you good teaching; do not give up the knowledge you are getting from me. For I was a son to my father, a gentle and an only one to my mother. And he gave me teaching, saying to me, keep my words in your heart; keep my rules so that you may have life:” 
What is the tone of these verses? How do they sound to you? Look at the list of terms below and circle the ones that describe the feeling behind what being said. Do these words sound:

	Angry
	cold
	blaming
	sad

	hopeful
	encouraging
	mad
	nagging

	confident
	upbeat
	cheerful
	worried

	warm
	engaging
	happy
	doubtful

	harsh
	guilty
	trusting
	kind




How might the tone of giving advice differ from the tone of giving a law or a commandment?




4:5 Get wisdom, get true knowledge; keep it in memory, do not be turned away from the words of my mouth. 4:6 Do not give her up, and she will keep you; give her your love, and she will make you safe. 
The parent here asks the son to make wisdom their first love, their first romance. Young people, who pursue wisdom like a young man might pursue a pretty woman, will find any other romance or other pursuit will be safer. Don’t forget no woman opens the depths of her heart to a casual friend. She saves those secrets for the one she loves and feels safe with. So, our pursuit of Lady Wisdom must be convincing. We must, in a sense vow to "marry" her. We must swear a holy oath, for a lifetime, before lady wisdom decides to tell her secrets. And when we make it safe for her to share, she makes it safe for us to live.

The Work of ___________________________

James 1:5 says this:
But if any man among you is without wisdom, let him make his request to God, who gives freely to all without an unkind word, and it will be given to him.
We most often see this verse to mean when we are puzzled by something, we can ask God to tell us what to do in that moment. This is true, but if so, why study an entire book on the subject?

4:8 Put her (Wisdom) in a high place, and you will be lifted up by her; she will give you honor, when you give her your love. 4:9 She will put a crown of grace on your head, giving you a head-dress of glory.
For a young man to love Lady Wisdom is no small thing. He may bring his few assets to this marriage, but what this woman brings is awesome. She "promotes” the ones who love her, most often over those that don’t. She brings her beloved honor and a crown of splendor for all to see.

The Work of ___________________________
 
4:14 Do not go in the road of sinners or be walking in the way of evil men. 15 Keep far from it, do not go near; be turned from it, and go on your way.4:18 But the way of the upright is like the light of early morning, getting brighter and brighter till the full day. 4:19 The way of sinners is dark; they see not the cause of their fall.
These splendid verses tell us just people, who live by such light as they have, will be blessed with more. One day they will know all, although they must sometimes wait for it. Those who do evil live in darkness and are smug about it, because no one sees what they do. But this darkness that keeps them from being seen also condemns them to being destroyed. They won’t know what it is that made them stumble and fall. How odd it is, for a wicked person, who chooses justice. They go from knowing so much about everything, to knowing a little about very certain things. 

The Work of ___________________________

“. . . keep yourself unspotted from this world.” James 1:27 (KJV)

4:23 And keep watch over your heart with all care; so you will have life. 
While we can think of many things, we need to be aware of what we dwell on. Be aware of what enters the brain and lands in the heart. Being jealous, cruel, hard, and bitter or being full of hatred or lust; we need to weed these from the garden of our hearts often. If we don’t, we can accept things that are wrong. We can become tolerant of evil. 

The Work of ___________________________

4:26 Ponder the path of thy feet. Let all thy ways be established. (KJV)  
A path is nothing in itself. Its value is in the place it leads us to. Pushing a high B grade to a low A is only one step. Smoking one cigarette for the first time may not do much damage, but it is good to know where most smokers end up. Is the end of that "path" somewhere we really want to go? 

The Work of ___________________________

“Life is a sum of all your choices.” 
Albert Camus
Answers:
The Work of Listening 
The Work of Getting and Giving
The Work of Putting in First Place
The Work of Turning Away
The Work of The Heart
The Work of Deciding


 What is one thing I need to work on?

7 the Affair: Be careful with love
“Go far away from her . . .” 5:8

Summary: We should not have a secret love of selfish, cruel, or foolish ideas. 

Proverbs Chapter 5
To decide to be pursue wisdom is much like being married. A man can love a woman, and she can love him in return, but at some point, it means nothing if they don’t commit to each other in public. This passage warns about the dangers of breaking these solemn vows, but the larger message is to be true to the love of being wise. Once we present ourselves as one who loves justice and mercy, to have a secret love affair with foolish, evil, selfish ideas threatens to expose us to shame, much like the disgrace described here. 

5:1 My son, give attention to my wisdom; let your ear be turned to my teaching: 2 So that you may be ruled by a wise purpose, and your lips may keep knowledge. 3 For honey is dropping from the lips of the strange woman, and her mouth is smoother than oil; 4 But her end is bitter as wormwood, and sharp as a two-edged sword; 5 Her feet go down to death, and her steps to the underworld; 6 She never keeps her mind on the road of life; her ways are uncertain (or are unstable-Gill), she has no knowledge. 7 Give ear to me then, my sons, and do not put away my words from you. 8 Go far away from her, do not come near the door of her house; 9 For fear that you may give your honour to others, and your wealth to strange men: 10 And strange men may be full of your wealth, and the fruit of your work go to the house of others; 11 And you will be full of grief at the end of your life, when your flesh and your body are wasted; 12 And you will say, How was teaching hated by me, and my heart put no value on training; 13 I did not give attention to the voice of my teachers, my ear was not turned to those who were guiding me! 14 I was in almost all evil in the company of the people. 

Verses 1-13 talks about a married man (implied) being lured into an affair. That act has led him toward all or complete evil, and now he sits with an assembly of his people. 

How is this man feeling right now? What might be his thoughts?




He may have no sense of guilt at all; people can be that fooled. Or he could have had his private evil exposed and now feels ashamed. But whether he is ashamed or not, his short link with this woman has put his wealth, his future, his health and all his long-term ties to his community in danger. 

One of the greatest questions we can ask ourselves is this. What are the secret things we love that allow us, or inspire us, to do wrong? For instance, I might agree with the idea that revenge belongs to God (Romans 12:19), but what if, deep inside, I love revenge?

Like an affair that exposes us to heartbreak and shame, there are foolish loves we must see in all their horror, and borders we must not cross over, in order to be wise. 

“Love must be as much a light as a flame.” Henry David Thoreau

Here are six “loves,” to avoid:Ps 4:2     ___________________________
Mt 5:46   ___________________________
Mt 6:5,    ___________________________
Mt 6:24,      ___________________________
John 3:19   ___________________________
2 Ti 4:10     ___________________________


15 Let water from your store and not that of others be your drink and running water from your fountain. 16 Let not your springs be flowing in the streets, or your streams of water in the open places. 17 Let them be for yourself only, not for other men with you. 18 Let blessing be on your fountain; have joy in the wife of your early years. 
If the fountain refers to the love of a husband for his wife, then the springs refer to the children of that union. The offspring of an affair are often turned loose to live their lives on the streets, while the children of a marriage can be for “yourself only.” 

“Making a baby, without raising a baby, is wrong.” Rev Jessie Jackson, Civil Rights Leader.

19 As a loving hind (or deer) and a gentle doe, 
It was common in ancient times to raise deer as pets. This verse says romance is meant to be an escape from the grimness of life. If one can choose a spouse wisely, and foster affection after marriage, there can be many moments when burdens can be set aside, for love.

let her breasts ever give you rapture; let your passion at all times be moved by her love. 
Solomon argues the passionate love of a man for the wife of his youth is a noble and wise thing. He also sees it as a picture of the greater passion we should have for being wise. Jesus, in talking about the insults he received, pointed to the results of what he had done and said “. . . wisdom is proved right by all her children (Luke 7:35, NIV).” Just as the first passion can produce children, so does the second one as well.  So, if we unite Thomas Edison with a passion to invent, we get light bulbs. If we unite Steve Jobs with a passion for computers, we get apples. 





What are some good things we can be passionate about?Mt 22:37,39   ___________________________
Lu 6:27,32     ___________________________
Joh 3:16        ___________________________
Joh 13:34      ___________________________
Eph 5:25        ___________________________
1Th 5:12,13   ___________________________

20 Why let yourself, my son, go out of the way with a strange woman, and take another woman in your arms. 21 For a man’s ways are before the eyes of the Lord, and he puts all his goings in the scales. 22 The evildoer will be taken in the net of his crimes and prisoned in the cords of his sin. 23 He will come to his end for need of teaching; he is so foolish he will go wandering from the right way.


Answers:
Six loves that mislead:Ps 4:2     Lies and things without value
Mt 5:46   Those who love us back
Mt 6:5,    Those who approve of us
Mt 6:24,      Money
John 3:19   Hidden sin
2 Ti 4:10     The World

Things to be passionate about: Mt 22:37,39   God and neighbor
Lu 6:27,32     Those who don’t love back
Joh 3:16        The World
Joh 13:34      Each other
Eph 5:25        Your spouse
1Th 5:12,13   Church leaders



8 the Escape: there is a way out
My Son . . . make yourself free. Prov 6:1-3

Summary: Solomon describes six traps in life and six ways to escape them.

Proverbs Chapter 6
 6:1 My son, if you have made yourself responsible for your neighbour, (Or, If you cosign a loan for a friend-NIV) or given your word for another, 2 You are taken as in a net by the words of your mouth, the sayings of your lips have overcome you. 3 Do this, my son, and make yourself free, because you have come into the power of your neighbour; go without waiting (or humble yourself-most other trans) and make a strong request to your neighbour. 4 Give no sleep to your eyes, or rest to them; 5 Make yourself free, like the roe from the hand of the archer, and the bird from him who puts a net for her.
Beware of debts. They give a person power over us (22:7). Be careful of who we give that power to. A lazy decision now makes for hard work later.
Escape From the Trap of ______________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

To default on a loan in ancient times sometimes meant the loss of all they owned, even the loss of their freedom.  If we co-sign for a friend’s loan today and we now want out, why would they listen to us? What is the danger when we give other people power over us?  Why is the way Solomon describes a good way to deal with this kind of problem? 
Four steps to get out of a bad commitment, based on Solomon’s teaching: 
· See the power someone has over us and their ability to cause our hurt.
· Move quickly and in earnest. Impress your neighbor by showing how we want to get this resolved.
· Be humble. Admit it was wrong to make the agreement in the first place.
· Be willing to save your neighbor time by moving quickly on a compromise.

Are there modern traps we can fall into?

6 Go to the ant, you hater of work; give thought to her ways and be wise: 7 Having no chief, overseer, or ruler, 8 She gets her meat in the summer, storing up food at the time of the grain-cutting. 9 How long will you be sleeping, O hater of work? when will you get up from your sleep? 10 A little sleep, a little rest, a little folding of the hands in sleep: 11 Then loss will come on you like an outlaw, and your need like an armed man
The Bible is so vivid.  A thief does not write us a letter to tell us when to be ready for his coming. He just comes. But the steps to becoming poor are so easy to predict. Just a little sleeping in, and the thief of poverty is taking the car, and the furniture. Like an armed man, when he comes, there is no escape. 
Escape From the Trap of ______________________________________

12 A good-for-nothing (Most versions use the term worthless) man is an evil-doer; he goes on his way causing trouble with false words; 13 Making signs with his eyes, rubbing with his feet, and giving news with his fingers; 14 His mind is ever designing evil: he lets loose violent acts (Or, he sows discord, causes fighting or dissension, other versions). 15 For this cause his downfall will be sudden; quickly he will be broken, and there will be no help for him.
In conflict, it is tempting to label those who disagree with us as evil. These verses give us a check list to make that judgment. If they don’t do those things, they are probably fine. Once we have settled what kind of person we face and how we are to behave, it is easier to deal with the issues that divide us. 
The word for the worthless man in the Hebrew means a “man of belial,” a term often linked to the devil. Other writers render the term scoundrel and villain (NRSV, NIV), a naughty person (KJV), or a vile person (KJ21). The idea here is this person says false things, not on occasion but “as he goes on his way” or as a way of life. He has a network of people he signals to. The plotting shows great forethought and planning. It fills his thinking. To achieve his goals, he creates dissent among those who would unite against him. 
Even though we cannot always see through someone’s clever schemes this verse does allow us to see their end. And while we can’t always avoid being his victim, we can keep from sharing his fate. So, we set ourselves free. We do this when we see evil in a person for what it is, in all its horror. We don’t become like this person, join his group or with luck, fall for his tricks. Those of us who struggle with feelings of self-worth need to compare themselves to those who have none. 
Escape From the Trap of ______________________________________

How can someone be worthless? Don’t we all have value in Gods’ eyes?

16 Six things are hated by the Lord; seven things that are disgusting to him: (Or, He abhors from his very heart-Gill) 17 Eyes of pride (or arrogance), a false tongue, hands which take life without cause; 18 A heart full of evil designs, feet which are quick in running after sin;19 A false witness, breathing out untrue words, and one who lets loose violent acts among brothers (Or, one who sows discord-most other versions). 
Verses 12-15 describes a bad person and 16-19 describes bad things. God, who prefers to be our friend, is up front with us about those few things that make Him mad, as He should be, and as we should be with our own friends. This helps when we get careless in how we live. It also helps those who feel God is always mad at them for some reason when He really isn’t. So, this is His list. 
Escape From the Trap of ______________________________________

20 My son, keep the rule of your father, and have in memory the teaching of your mother: 21 Keep them ever folded in your heart, and have them hanging round your neck. 22 In your walking, it will be your guide; when you are sleeping, it will keep watch over you; when you are awake, it will talk with you. 23 For the rule is a light, and the teaching a shining light; and the guiding words of training are the way of life. 

Escape From the Trap of ______________________________________

24 They will keep you from the evil woman, from the smooth tongue of the strange woman. 25 Let not your heart’s desire go after her fair body; let not her eyes take you prisoner. 26 For a loose woman is looking for a cake of bread (Or she “reduces you to a piece of bread”-NIV and most other translations), but another man’s wife goes after one’s very life. 

Chapter six of Proverbs contains three roads to poverty. 1) Being a surety (to agree to pay someone else’s debts) and 2) being lazy (that makes sense). The third road is lust.

Is lust expensive?

Look at the expense in trying to support two households, or the hassles in trying to get child support as modern proofs of this ancient rule.  So, we can talk to young people and warn them about broken hearts, getting pregnant and having disease. Tell them also it can cost them money, perhaps like lots of money. For some, that might be the best warning of all.

Is lust dangerous?

27 May a man take fire to his breast without burning his clothing? 28 Or may one go on lighted coals, and his feet not be burned? 29 So it is with him who goes into his neighbour’s wife; he who has anything to do with her will not go free from punishment. 
Just as there is a woman called wisdom, there is also a woman called strange, evil or foolish and there are those who love foolish, evil and hurtful things more than they would love the one who would love them back (8:17). Men and women need to love being wise more than they love all the foolish ideas this world offers. The first love sets us free, and the second is a trap. And while we can’t always undo the mistakes of the past, we can choose today who or what we will love.

Escape From the Trap of ______________________________________

“Our passions are like travelers: at first they make a brief stay; then they are like guests, who visit often; and then they turn into tyrants, who hold us in their power.”
Talmud
Answers: 
The Trap of Someone Else’s Debts/
     Bad Commitments 
The Trap of Want 
The Trap of the Scoundrel  

The Anger of God, 
The Trap of Ignorance, 
The Trap of Lust

9 the danger:  the world’s worst love story
Like A Bird Falling into A Net . . . 7:23

Summary: There are evil people out there and evil ideas, looking for fools. 

Proverbs Chapter 7:
7:1 My son, keep my sayings, and let my rules be stored up with you. 2 Keep my rules and you will have life; let my teaching be to you as the light of your eyes; 3 Let them be fixed to your fingers and recorded in your heart. 4 Say to wisdom, You are my sister; let knowledge be named your special friend: 5 So that they may keep you from the strange woman, even from her whose words are smooth.
Lady Wisdom is on her own journey. We see her in 1:20 as a reproving teacher, as a woman to be pursued in 2:1-4, as a woman to be loved in 4:6. Here she is as a wife in 7:4 (the strict Hebrew word is “sister.” See Song of Solomon 4:12) and she is a mother with “sons” in 8:32. Our “marriage” to her prevents what happens next.
In the prior chapter we are warned of falling into the trap of poverty, lust or ignorance. These often effect the body. Here is the danger to our soul. It is the danger of being seduced by evil. 

Most love stories go something like this: boy meets girl, boy loses girl, boy gets girl. This one is shorter; boy meets girl, boy dies. The best way to read this chapter is to look at what he did, then do the opposite. Let’s answer these questions below:
Under each line, write out the mistake this young man made. For example, what kind of friends did he have? This woman says she cares for him. Is it genuine?
Answer this question:  Why is his life in danger?
Can women make these same kinds of mistakes? Circle one: Yes or Yes.


6 Looking out from my house, and watching through the window (or lattice, some versions), 
A lattice is a structure of either wood or metal strips that crisscross each other, allowing someone to look out of the house but making it harder for those outside to look in. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________
 7 I saw among the young men (or among the simple ones) one without sense, 
_________________________________________________________________________________________
 8 Walking in the street near the turn of her road, going on the way to her house, 9 At nightfall, in the evening of the day, in the black dark of the night. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________
10 And the woman came out to him, in the dress of a loose woman, with a designing heart; 
_________________________________________________________________________________________
 11 She is full of noise and uncontrolled; her feet keep not in her house. 12 Now she is in the street, now in the open spaces, waiting at every turning of the road. 13 So she took him by his hand, kissing him, 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
and without a sign of shame she said to him: 14 I have a feast of peace-offerings, for today my oaths have been effected. 
The peace offering was when a person offered a bull to God in the temple to end any rift in the bond between the Lord and the person. Part of it was burned, part was shared with the priests and the rest sent home with the person to share with friends.
________________________________________________________________________________________
15 So I came out in the hope of meeting you, looking for you with care, and now I have you.
________________________________________________________________________________________
16 My bed is covered with cushions of needlework, with colored cloths of the cotton thread of Egypt; 17 I have made my bed sweet with perfumes and spices. 18 Come, let us take our pleasure in love till the morning, having joy in love’s delights. 19 For the master of the house is away on a long journey: (and I’m so lonely, boo-hoo) 20 He has taken a bag of money with him; he is coming back at the full moon. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
 21 With her fair words she overcame him, forcing him with her smooth lips. 22 The simple man goes after her, like an ox going to its death, like a roe pulled by a cord; 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
 23 Like a bird falling into a net; with no thought that his life is in danger, till an arrow goes into his side. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Why is he killed? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

24 So now, my sons, give ear to me; give attention to the sayings of my mouth; 25 Let not your heart be turned to her ways, do not go wandering in her footsteps. 26 For those wounded and made low by her are great in number; and all those who have come to their death through her are a great army. 27 Her house is the way to the underworld, going down to the rooms of death

What is the answer?
__________________________________________________________________________________________



Here are my ideas on the mistakes the young man makes:
1. Believe no one is watching.  
2. Have dumb friends.
3. Look for love in the wrong places.
4. Overlook, plain, out-there, up-front signs of bad character.
5. Let touch and passion cloud sound judgement.
6. Be impressed with outward, shallow displays of goodness and faith.
7. Mistake token affection for real love. Pretend someone’s interest in us means they value us as a person. 
8. Let someone convince us we won’t get caught.
9. Allow ourselves to be led. Let those with little care for our well-being make major decisions for our lives.
10. Assume nothing bad will happen.

Why was he killed? 
She and her partner are predators and he is a fool. 

What is the answer? Listen to good advice. 

Many, many people love foolish ideas and pay a high price for it. To win our hearts, wisdom must compete with those ideas. Sometimes she wins only a few.  

10 The Cry: Wisdom pleads her case
“Doth not wisdom cry?” Proverbs 8:1 (KJV)

Summary: Wise people conduct themselves in an open and honest way. 

“Rather, we have renounced secret and shameful ways; we do not use deception, nor do we distort the word of God. On the contrary, by setting forth the truth plainly we commend ourselves to every man’s conscience in the sight of God.” 
2 Corinthians 4:2, NIV.In the last chapter, Lady Foolishness is shown to be a vicious predator, who draws her victims into dark, secret places with lies and half-truths, leading to their death. In this chapter we will see how wise people are to conduct themselves.
So how does Lady Wisdom behave and how does that apply to those who want to be wise? 
What do each of these verses say about being wise, then compare your answers to the ones listed in the end. 

Proverbs Chapter 8
8:1 Is not wisdom crying out, and the voice of knowledge sounding? 
Is Wisdom easy or hard to hear? _________________________________________.
2 At the top of the highways, at the meeting of the roads, she takes her place; 3 Where the roads go into the town her cry goes out, at the doorways her voice is loud: 
Wisdom is often discussed in what kinds of places? 
_____________________________________________________________.
4 I am crying out to you, O men; my voice comes to the sons of men.
Wisdom is for what kind of people? 
_____________________________________________________________.

Whether waiting with others at a crossroad, waiting for a caravan to pass in front of us, stopping at a high point to see how far there is go on the way into town, standing in line at the city gate, sweeping the front porch at the same time a neighbor does, or in our modern world on the phone or the internet, people form groups and talk. We swap news, discuss politics, the weather, who is getting married, and the cost of living. We gossip, sometimes argue and often we say things like, “Oh that’s a smart thing to do,” or “She was foolish to do something like that.” Unlike the predator in the last chapter who seeks out the foolish in dark places, being wise is out in the open, for all to hear. 
It sounds a lot like common sense.  


5 Become expert in reason, O you simple ones; you foolish ones, take training to heart.
The cry of lady Wisdom is to take our common, inborn desire to be smart and take it to a higher level, to become experts at it. How can we have influence in the mundane affairs all around us?

 6 Give ear, for my words are true (or I speak excellent things-KJV, worthy things-NIV), and my lips are open to give out what is upright.
Wisdom says what kinds of words? ______________________________ She speaks about what kinds of things? ______________________________

One constant event in life is having to hear dirty stories and crude jokes. Some woman gets tricked into getting pregnant and isn't that funny? We can be around these things so much we lose our horror of evil. This verse commands us to "give ear." Upright things are being said; we just have to hear them. And these are the things to have inside, when the cheap and dirty are all around. But the wise person must first find them and then listen to them. That's the hard part.

“God offers to every mind its choice between truth and repose.  Take which you please - you can never have both.”  
Ralph Waldo Emerson

 7 For good faith (or truth, most other versions) goes out of my mouth, and false lips are disgusting to me. 8 All the words of my mouth are righteousness; there is nothing false or twisted in them. 9 They are all true to him whose mind is awake, and straightforward to those who get knowledge. 10 Take my teaching, and not silver; get knowledge in place of the best gold. 11 For wisdom is better than jewels, and all things which may be desired are nothing in comparison with her.
Wisdom is better than _____________________________________________________________.

8:12 I, wisdom, have made wise behavior my near relation (or I dwell with prudence-KJV); I am seen to be the special friend of wise purposes.
Prudence is defined as wisdom applied to practice (Clarke).  While wisdom is being wise in a moral sense, prudence is being wise in a nuts-and-bolts sense. Wisdom says, “Drive the speed limit even if it means we’ll be late.” Prudence says, “I know a short cut.” Wisdom says, “Pay your bills even if the money is tight.” Prudence says, “I know a way to save money others have not thought of.” Wisdom says, “Don’t cheat.” Prudence shows a clever way to compete, without cheating. Those who talk with Lady Wisdom get to meet her sister Prudence soon enough. 
Wisdom leads us to _____________________________________________________________.

13 The fear of the Lord is seen in hating evil: pride, a high opinion of oneself, the evil way, and the false tongue, are unpleasing to me. 14 Wise design and good sense are mine; reason and strength are mine. 15 Through me kings have their power, and rulers give right decisions. 16 Through me chiefs have authority, and the noble ones are judging in righteousness. 
Wisdom teaches us how to ____________________________________________________ .

17 Those who have given me their love are loved by me, and those who make search for me with care will get me.
Have we ever loved, only to find we were not loved in return? Have we ever had our affections used and not valued? Here is a romance of the best kind. Love being wise and wisdom will love us in return.
Wisdom is based on _________________________________________________________.

	“Never marry the woman you love. Marry the woman who loves you back.” 
18 Wealth and honour are in my hands, even wealth without equal and righteousness. 
Wisdom leads us to _____________________________________________________________.

19 My fruit is better than gold, even than the best gold; and my increase is more to be desired than silver. 20 I go in the road of righteousness, in the way of right judging:  21 So that I may give my lovers wealth for their heritage, making their store-houses full.Some spouses express themselves with cards and flowers. How does wisdom express her love for us? 

 
22 The Lord made me as the start of his way, the first of his works in the past. 23 From eternal days I was given my place, from the birth of time, before the earth was. 24 When there was no deep I was given birth, when there were no fountains flowing with water. 25 Before the mountains were put in their places, before the hills was my birth:
This is odd. The tone has changed. There is no trying to warn people against being foolish. There is no attempt to describe the rewards of being wise. Who is she talking to? What has made this woman now want to talk about herself; her background, her birth, her deep secrets? She is like a woman talking about her girlhood; how she was raised, the house she lived in, what her parents were like, but on a far grander scale. Could it be, like a woman in love, she has now found a love she can bare her soul to? Is this short story the reverse of Chapter 7 where the boy is lured by lust to his death, but here there is a romance, that has now made it safe for her to share?

 


26 When he had not made the earth or the fields or the dust of the world. 27 When he made ready the heavens I was there: 
God was in concert with His wisdom, before he made the world (3:19). So, this wisdom is far greater than all the other notions, ideas, schools of thought, and philosophies that come after. It is only as they tap into this first idea, they have any value.
God’s wisdom is __________________________________________________________________________ .

. . . when he put an arch over the face of the deep: 28 When he made strong the skies overhead: when the fountains of the deep were fixed: 29 When he put a limit to the sea, so that the waters might not go against his word: when he put in position the bases of the earth:
The world was meant to be safe for people to live in. The seas and the fountains stay in the one place, the sky does not fall and the foundations are sure. Being wise creates a world like that. 
Wisdom creates _________________________. 

30 Then I was by his side, as a master workman: and I was his delight from day to day, playing before him at all times; 31 Playing in his earth; and my delight was with the sons of men.
Wisdom delights in ______________________________ .

“You weren't an accident. You weren't mass produced. You aren't an assembly-line product. You were deliberately planned, specifically gifted, and lovingly positioned on the Earth by the Master Craftsman.” 
Max Lucado

 32 Give ear to me then, my sons: for happy are those who keep my ways. 33 Take my teaching and be wise; do not let it go. 34 Happy is the man who gives ear to me, watching at my door’s day by day, keeping his place by the pillars of my house. 35 For whoever gets me gets life, and grace from the Lord will come to him. 36 But he who does evil to me, does wrong to his soul: all my haters are in love with death.
Wisdom is good for our  _________________________ .



Answers:
11. Wisdom is easy to know.
12. Wisdom is discussed in common places.
13. Wisdom speaks to all people.
14. We have influence in the mundane affairs around us by becoming an expert in wisdom.
15. Wisdom says truthful words. She speaks excellent things.
16. Wisdom leads to riches.
17. Wisdom leads to practical solutions. 
18. Wisdom teaches us how to rule.
19. Wisdom is based on genuine love.
20. Wisdom leads to wealth and honor, with righteousness.
21. Wisdom gives wealth and plenty to those who love her. 
22. God’s wisdom is transcendent, or greater than all other forms of thinking and logic.
23. Wisdom creates safety.
24. Wisdom delights in people.
25. Wisdom is good for our souls. 



 11 The House: Now we have a lot to offer
“But Christ as a son over his own house; whose house are we . . . “ Hebrews 3:6(KJV)

Summary: When wisdom goes from ruling one life to a ruling a group of people, it creates a culture where all can flourish. 

Proverbs Chapter 9
9:1 Wisdom has made her house, putting up her seven pillars. 2 She has put her fat beasts to death; her wine is mixed, her table is ready. 3 She has sent out her women-servants; her voice goes out to the highest places of the town, saying, 4 Whoever is simple, let him come in here; and to him who has no sense, she says: 5 Come, take of my bread, and of my wine which is mixed. 6 Give up the simple ones and have life, and go in the way of knowledge.

Now read the first speech by Lady Wisdom in chapter 1:20-31 and compare her to what is happening now. In the first speech she seems angry. How does she seem here? Write out how she has changed from then until now:


What do you think changed her?


Building the House:
 Wisdom wants to rule your life and mine, but it is when she goes from ruling my life to ruling our lives her journey is complete. In chapter 1:20-31, she was a lonely, angry voice of reason, warning all to listen to her or face dire results. Here she is a queen, married to us as her husband, who has built her palace, prepared her feast and sent out her maidens to invite others to dine. Wisdom, like her creator, has allowed herself to need us and be transformed by us. This is to show we will, in turn, be transformed as we love being wise.

A life will prosper when it is guided in a wise manner and others will take note of it, but wisdom will shine like a beacon when a house is built with it. This app  whether a house is a household, a house of worship, a dynasty like the house of David, or a nation like the house of Israel. Wisdom’s lonely cry in her first speech is now replaced with a grand and stately request to attend a feast. We have followed her lead. She has proved her point, because the good effect of wisdom on one life is multiplied many times over when a group of people, together, choose to follow it.We have studied the progress of wisdom, starting from chapter 1 to the finish here in chapter 9. Each chapter is a step that has covered these broad subjects:
1. The need to have a passion to become wise, to pursue it like a romance.
2. The places to search for wisdom, and the places to avoid.
3. The great rewards of being wise; long life, happiness, wealth, peace with neighbors.
4. The work required to be wise.
5. The dangers of secret love affairs with foolishness and evil.
6. Avoiding the traps of lust, ignorance, poverty, bad commitments.
7. Avoiding the greatest trap of all, the love of evil.
8. The nature of wisdom; It's openness, its fairness, its appeal to all people.
So why do these steps produce the result in chapter 9? How does it create a group people want to be part of?



9:7 He who gives teaching to a man of pride (or mocker, scorner) gets shame for himself; he who says sharp words to a sinner gets a bad name. 8 Do not say sharp words to a man of pride, or he will have hate for you; make them clear to a wise man, and you will be dear to him. 9 Give teaching to a wise man, and he will become wiser; give training to an upright man, and his learning will be increased. 

Keeping the House:
Once a house is built it must be cleaned and maintained. Conflict still occurs. In verses 1-6, the rewards of being wise are on grand display, and guests are summoned to feast on its blessings. But as Wisdom’s women-servants are sent out to draw those who will come, this will also expose those who won’t.

"Controversy is never the real enemy of truth; only prejudice, bigotry and bias is." Kevin J. Conner, Christian Author
Trying to instruct or correct some only produces problems for the speaker and no change in the fool. 

“Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offenses contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them.” Romans 16:17, KJV.
“These men are grumblers and fault-finders; they follow their own evil desires; they boast about themselves and flatter others for their own advantage.” Jude 1:16, NIV.The varied ways we respond in conflict can tell us much about what goes on inside our hearts. Why is this vital to know? 



One kind of person in verses 7-9 is labeled a "scorner." What other kinds of people are mentioned?

9:8. Reprove not a scorner lest he hate thee: rebuke a wise man, and he will love thee (KJV).
Wise people welcome the chance to do things better. Stinging rebuke only makes them wiser. They love the truth, even when it hurts. How strong, how awesome is the one who, even when they face unfair criticism, see a truth they might not discover any other way.

“The wisest mind has something yet to learn.” George Santayana

. . . give training to an upright (or just) man, and his learning will be increased.
It is vital to see being wise and being good go together. We can hear about the smart who are evil and the good who are dumb but learning and being moral go hand in hand more often than not. 

“Every act of conscious learning requires the willingness to suffer an injury to one's self-esteem. That is why young children, before they are aware of their own self-importance learn so easily; and why older persons, especially if vain or important, cannot learn at all.”    Thomas Szasz, 1973

10 The fear of the Lord is the start of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One gives a wise mind.
The fear of the Lord is not cowardice. It is not God’s demand we respect Him or He will hurt us. The fear of the Holy One makes a smart person wise when they say, “I think, but am I just?”

“Fear has its use but cowardice has none.” Mahatma Ghandi

11 For by me your days will be increased, and the years of your life will be long.  12 If you are wise, your wisdom will reward you; if you are a mocker, you alone will suffer (NIV).
Being wise means we own our own problems and we decide how to look for the best answers. Whether I take good advice or am seduced by foolish desires, I am the one who chooses. While what I do affects others, for the most part, I am the one who reaps the good harvest or suffers the pain, based on how I decide. It is an irony. The one who controls everything, asks me to control myself. Verses 7-12 list several ideas that support healthy bonds of friendship between members. Based on these verses, write out some “house rules” that keeps a house strong:
1. _________________________________________________________________
2. _________________________________________________________________
3. _________________________________________________________________
4. _________________________________________________________________
5. _________________________________________________________________

 Exposing the pit:
13 The foolish woman is full of noise; she has no sense at all. 14 Seated at the door of her house, in the high places of the town, 
It should not surprise us even large groups of people can be ruled by foolish ideas, just as wise ideas will rule others. Note wisdom builds the house and foolishness merely sits in one.What are some foolish ideas embraced by large groups of people?
· __________________________________________________________________
· __________________________________________________________________
· __________________________________________________________________
· __________________________________________________________________
· ________________________________________________________________________


15 Crying out to those who go by, going straight on their way, she says: 16 Whoever is simple, let him come in here: and to him who is without sense, she says: 17 Drink taken without right is sweet, and food in secret is pleasing.
Wells were often fought over (Gen 26:18-22) and some wells were sealed (Gill) so they would not be stolen from. The well or fountain, and delicious foods are also pictures of romance. Solomon describes his beloved as a “garden enclosed” offering delicious fruits. She is also a “fountain sealed” in Song of Solomon 4:12 and a “well” in verse 15. This meant their love was for themselves alone and was not to be shared. So the “stolen waters” and “food eaten in secret” (NIV) of verse 17 refers to the cruel and perverse use of this kind of love. 

 18 But he does not see that the dead are there, that her guests are in the deep places of the underworld.
The foolish woman now draws lots of people instead of just one, but this doesn’t make her house any safer. The tragic end of all her victims is the same. Matthew Henry comments on this verse: “Thus does Solomon show the hook; (so) those that believe him will not meddle with the bait.”  

Suggested answers to the questions:

So why do these steps produce the result in chapter 9? How does it create a group people want to be part of? 
By seeking to be wise, seeing its rewards, doing the work to achieve it and seeing the need to avoid being foolish, a group of people create a climate or group culture that allows good things to flourish and bad ones to whither. While in any group there will be those who are ardent for their beliefs and others who are less so, on the whole the group improves. Trust, fair play, ethics, harmony, having a desire to learn, being able to hear rebuke, breaks down unseen walls between people and opens doors to inner healing, wholeness, to being creative, to the exchange of good ideas, and the creation of wealth in the best sense of that term. This becomes a cycle, where each person’s gift can safely bless another, going back and forth in an upward spiral. 

The varied ways we respond to good teaching and fair rebuke can tell us much about what goes on inside our hearts. Why is this vital to know? 
The way we disagree and the reasons we part with others is vital to the process of having a good community. To lose a bond of friendship with someone whose style is different, but who is at the heart, able to learn and is worthy of trust, should cause us to repent of our faults. To reach out to those who are unreachable is a waste of time. Knowing the difference between the two is wisdom.

Verses 7-12 lists ideas that support healthy bonds of friendship between members. Based on these verses, write out some “house rules” that keeps a house strong:
· Learn something new every day.
· Learn from your mistakes. 
· Smart people are teachable.
· To accept a valid rebuke is a sign of strength and not weakness. 
· Own your problems and as well as your successes.
What are some foolish ideas embraced by large groups of people?
· Atheism
· Communism
· Cheat to get what you want. 
· Promiscuity/Drugs
· Self-worship

12 Mind Gains: How To Make Sense Of The Book 

What is Wisdom Anyway?
From the Hebrew word “Chokmah” a prim. root, to be wise (in mind, word or act):--  exceeding, teach wisdom, be (make self, shew self) wise, deal (never so) wisely, make wiser.
Another word is “Sekel” {say'-kel}; from sakal; intelligence; by implication, success -- discretion, knowledge, policy, prudence, sense, understanding, wisdom, wise. (Strong)

“15:2 The tongue of the wise useth knowledge aright: but the mouth of fools poureth out foolishness (KJV).” 

What does it mean to use what we know in a right way?
Wisdom is the right use of ____________________________ (WordNet). A student goes to school to learn “in 1492 Columbus sailed the ocean blue.” Wisdom shows how best to use that fact. A person may not be as good a student as the next, but with wisdom, they can take what little they know and use it in better ways than most other people.

“Wisdom is the right use of knowledge. To know is not to be wise. Many men know a great deal and are all the greater fools for it. There is no fool so great a fool as a knowing fool. But to know how to use knowledge is to have wisdom.”  
Charles H. Spurgeon (English preacher of 19th century 1834-1892)
Wisdom is the best use of what ____________   _____________   __________. None of us have enough knowledge, skill, talent, money, time or anything else to meet the demands of life. Therefore, we need wisdom to use those few things we have, wisely.Some examples of this would be:
10:32 The right use of words.
11:12 The right use of silence
11:23 The right use of wealth
11:26 The right way to sell corn
12:10 The proper care of farm animals

12:11 The right use of farmland
12:27 The right use of hunted animals
13:20 The right use of friendship
14:31 The proper treatment of the poor
15:20 The proper treatment of parents.

"If I had eight hours to chop down a tree, I'd spend six sharpening my axe."— Abraham Lincoln 

What Is One Resource You Can Manage Better?

Is Wisdom something we have naturally? Don’t people know by instinct what to do most of the time?
If we were to watch the sun rise and set, we might decide the sun rotates around our world, only to find out later the opposite is true; the world rotates around the sun. Being wise is like that. Our instincts cannot always be counted on to tell us what to do. Often the wisest thing to do at any one time is really the ___________________ of what most would think it to be. Think of at least one good thing we could do that would also save time and make our lives better in the long run.


“I believe having wisdom is choosing to do now what we will be happy with later.”    Joyce Meyer
Who Is It For?
Wisdom can be practiced by ____________________, anytime, no matter what their background, language, status, age, race, gender or culture. All people, in all walks of life, in any era, can benefit from it.

Wisdom is the one subject both _______________ and   _________________ can agree on. Children and teenagers don’t want to be fools and parents don’t want their kids, or themselves to be fools either.

Wisdom offers to give “subtlety to the simple” (KJV Proverbs 1:4). This means it wants to make one _________________________ in the best sense of the term (BDB, Strong). For example, a naive person might have someone say to them, “I love you” and hear one meaning when several, more hidden meanings are also implied. Knowing what those meanings are ahead of time, can save that person from harm.  

What Is a Proverb?
Borrowing from the Oxford English Dictionary, “Proverb” is a “short, pithy saying in common use; a concise sentence.” It is often a word-picture used to express some truth known to all. 

“Proverbs are short sentences drawn from long experience. -  Miguel De. Cervantes,” 

Many times, they are short _______________ that require the reader to give them some thought before deciding what they mean. In chapter 1 verse 6, Solomon describes these as “dark sayings” (KJV) or “riddles” (NLT) that must be solved in order to get their meaning and to discover their “secrets.” While they are meant to intrigue, they are not meant to baffle or confuse. Rather, they deflect the gaze of the foolish while at the same time they draw in the one who wants answers.


We Understand When We Compare.Why say things in riddles? Why not just say them in a way we can all figure out? Why should we have to WORK at it?

In the Hebrew, the term “Proverbs” comes from a root word that means to “compare” (Smith). It attempts to explain by comparing one thing with something that may not be like it at all. A wise way is explained if I compare it to it’s ____________________ or the way that is foolish. Proverbs 14:30 compares the good effects of inner peace on one’s body with the bad effects of being jealous by saying, "A heart at peace gives life to the body, but envy rots the bones." 

Proverbs also compares _______________ things. It will state something as being true, then say it again but slightly changing the thought, as in 15:30, when it says, "A cheerful look brings joy to the heart, and good news gives health to the bones." 

Sometimes a point will be made in one verse and then the book _______________ and changes it slightly a few verses later. This change is vital. In Proverbs 13:4 it talks about how the lazy one ends up hungry. But in chapter 13:25 it says the almost the same thing when it says the upright have full stomachs and the wicked starve. Being a hard worker and being upright are both factors in our being fed.

While Proverbs at times asks us to compare right and wrong, it also asks us to compare ___________ of right and ___________ of wrong. For instance, in verse 14:17 it compares the one who quickly gets angry with one who plots and schemes. The first one is merely foolish, but the second one is hated. Both need to be judged by the degree of wrong they practice. In 1:5 it says a wise person will add to their learning and this is good but someone who reasons well will attain to wise counsels (KJV) and this is better.
Why It Works
Proverbs speaks to issues _______________ to our day, such as having feelings of self-worth and self-esteem, being depressed, worry and how we can manage our crowded schedules better. One profound way of having more time is simply being moral or upright. Doing wrong tends to return and haunt us later, wasting our time, our money, and our strength. Being upright, being just and fair, tends to free us from worry, and sadness. It helps us with feelings of self-worth. It frees us to do other things even though it may be hard in the short run (See 11:5 with notes). It speaks to those other issues in much the same way.

The subjects discussed in this book are ____________. Some of these subjects include getting power and wealth, the power of simple listening, the right handling of anger, the best use of money, the setting of goals, the proper fear of God, how to be happy in an unfair world and many, many others. 

The Proverbs are profound in that they take great concepts and boil them down into simple, useful _______________. They lend themselves to daily study for the busy person looking for clear, short answers to life’s problems. Proverbs respects the busy lives we all live and are good for those with short attention spans. 

The Proverbs use profound and at times gut-wrenching ______________________________ or _______________ of romance or danger to express some of its deep truths. From the young man lured by a whore to his death, to the sad lament of the woman longing to be heard to the happy feast of a fulfilled life, these themes are used to picture the dangers of being foolish and rewards of being wise. 

The Proverbs reveal a part of our faith added like a _______________ on top of other, older layers. The older books of the law urged us to obey without question the holy commands of God and that our hearts belonged only to Him. King David added a layer with the Psalms when he poured out his soul in worship, calling God his friend. Solomon adds his layer by his asking us to think and reason. Each layer further reveals God’s plan for how we should follow Him and the newer one does not take away from the older. Rather it builds on what was already revealed, asking us to love God first with our hearts, our souls and then with our minds (Matt 22:37). 

How It Trains the Mind
Proverbs has many chapters in which each verse hops from one _______________ to another. In chapter 10, verses one through six we find it talks about parent-child conflicts in verse one, the right source of wealth in verse two, our need for food in verse three, work ethic in verses four and five and the problem of violence in verse 6. In this the book reflects how life can throw all of those issues at us in one day or in one moment. But it also trains the mind to quickly go from one issue to the next and respond with the wisdom required for each one. Many think there is conflict between faith, and logic. What do you think?

By training the mind to “_______________” and to go quickly from one profound moral problem to another, it also seems to help to compare other, more mundane matters and make day-to-day decisions easier.

Some proverbs seem easy to explain at first glance but offer deep ____________ when thought about.  For instance, 12:17 says "A truthful witness gives honest testimony, but a false witness tells lies."  Here it just says what should be plain to all. Truthful people tell the truth. Liars tell lies. If someone tells a lie, that person is clearly a liar. But what if I tell a lie?   Does it mean I am a . . .? Am I in danger of becoming a . . . ?  So, it shows us a virtue or flaw on the outside points to the same one on the inside. It tells us not to be fooled, but to change what we do, so we don’t become something we don’t want to be.
The Book of Proverbs presents the great truths of scripture in the sense of our doing something good for _______________. It is in our own best interests; we are wise, if we do some things and avoid others. We will live longer and be happy if we follow what it says.

The book offers a “_________________________________” approach. It describes such things as taking bribes, without saying the practice is right. 

The Book tells us God blesses ____________________ people. The Christian view of being righteous is unlike other views on this subject. Christian scripture asks us to accept the death of Jesus paid for our sins. Because of Jesus, we can become upright by first owning up to our sins, asking God to forgive us and letting His Spirit to enter our lives. We call this being born again. With our sins removed and our debts paid, God can now call us righteous. We then trust Him to help us to become the righteous people He can bless. We can’t be good enough by ourselves. 

How To Break Down a Verse Using the Five “P’s”
Who are the People?
What is the Problem?
Is There a Puzzle?
What is the Point?
How Can I Plan to Apply It? 

Look at the verse: “A wise son makes a glad father, but a foolish son is a sorrow to his mother” Proverbs 10:1 and use the “Five P’s”.

Why It Helps Parents and Children
In a world that seeks to frustrate parents, parents will find a great _______________ in this book. It speaks well of mom and dad, and it allows them to bring in their own life stories to support the high standards described here; stories a child will lack. It asks children to honor and respect their parents and others who are leaders in a way our culture does not. This is very helpful to single parents who must carry an extra burden in giving guidance to their children.

The book promotes simple _______________ and _______________ as the prime way of molding and shaping a child’s soul. While it does support the use of the “rod” or spanking, its main thrust is to appeal to a child’s sense of reason. The friendship here is a warm one. 

It stresses trying to _______________ problems, rather than having to learn after the mistakes are made.  

Parents looking for a way to warn their children about sex and drugs will be surprised to find these subjects are not mentioned all that much. What is talked about is a whole way of _______________ and _______________; of being wise in ways that are deep and profound yet are easy to grasp. It digs into the deeper deceit and dishonesty we are all prone to, that can lead to those more blatant problems mentioned above.   

Exceptions To the Rule?
It is the one book in the Bible one can in good conscience say it is not wholly true. The Book of Proverbs tells us the ____________________ for living a long time and being happy. If we look at life long and hard enough, we will find those who seem to ignore what it says and still seem to do fine. We can sometimes find lazy people who are rich, even though the book warns being lazy will make us poor (Pro 10:4). We can see the soldier on the battlefield or the mom who gives her life to save her children. They may not get to enjoy a long life, but their sense of duty allows someone else to do so. These are exceptions to the rule, and we must base our life on the principles found here, not on the exceptions. 

Solomon has no problem with the labels “_______________,” and “_______________,” or the terms “fool,” and “the wise” even though we often do. He just asks us to choose which one we want to be and not be happy to sit in some gray area between the two. 

Why It Intrigues
This is the one book of the Bible where God often speaks through the voice of a _______________. He does this to show He does not favor one kind of person over the other and a wise person accepts wisdom from many sources. While the book was written during a time when women were little more than beasts of burden, it presents a very sound view of women as those whose strengths can often be missed and as being worthy of being treated as equals.
Contrast this with women mentioned in Ecclesiastes 7:26. Solomon admits with his many marriages, he had become the fool he had warned others not to be.

The pursuit of wisdom is much like a _______________. In other parts of scripture God is pictured as a suitor or husband who pursues us as his bride (Isa 54:5, Jer 3:1-14, Ho 2:9,20, Eph 5:25-27, Re 19:7-9). Here the picture is reversed. We are to “court” or “woo” wisdom, much as a young man might want to win the favor of a young lady. This woman may like him, but she wants him to pursue her, to value her. In the same way, we are called to pursue the wisdom we are promised. It is a picture both genders can accept.

“A man chases a woman until she catches him.”

The study of Wisdom gives one a great deal of _______________ among other people. “By me kings rule (Prov 8:15 KJV).” (See also 8:4, 21:22, 24:5.) This occurs despite any meager learning, background or talent. Wisdom is the study of how kings, princes, leaders, bosses, and generals should govern. Learn this stuff and you may end up with the same kind of job.

Wisdom is the ___________________________ in a two-step process. Jesus said in Luke 10:27 we must “love the Lord your God with all your heart, your mind, your soul and your strength; and love your neighbor as yourself.” We must love God first.  Once the first step is taken, the second step is easier to figure out.  

There are many sources of Wisdom in the world, from great thinkers, scholars and even from other faiths besides Solomon’s. But Solomon’s work is meant to be the ____________________ (I Kings 3:12). So it makes sense to study this first and most often. 

The outlook of this work is one of great ____________. The message is the problems we face can be solved and life is worth living.




Why say things in riddles? Why not just say them in a way we can all figure out? Why should we have to WORK at it?
We value what we work for. The work involved with the study of wisdom also changes the way
we process data, making those things easier to sort out.


Answers to fill-in questions:
· Wisdom is the right use of what we know.
· Wisdom is the best use of what little we have.
· Often the wisest thing to do . . . is really backwards/the opposite . . .
· Wisdom can be practiced by anyone, anytime, . . .
· Wisdom is the one subject both parents and children can agree on.
· This means it wants to make one shrewd, or crafty in the best sense of the term.
· Many times they are short puzzles . . . 
· A way that is wise is explained if I compare it to its opposite . . .
· Proverbs also compares like things.
· Sometimes a point will be made in one verse and then the book returns and changes it slightly .
· . . . it also asks us to compare degrees of right and degrees of wrong.
· Proverbs speaks to issues common to our day.
· The subjects . . . in this book are vital.
·  . . . into simple, useful nuggets.
· The Proverbs use. . . gut-wrenching word-pictures or metaphors . . .
· The Proverbs . . .  added like a layer
· Proverbs . . . each verse hops from one theme to another.
·  By training the mind to “compare” . . . 
· . . . but offer deep truth when thought about.
· The Book of Proverbs presents the great truths of scripture in the sense of our doing something good for ourselves.
· The book offers a “tell it like it is” approach.
· The Book tells us God blesses upright/righteous people.
· A father and mother, wanting children to be wise, they respond in different ways based on gender, children do better with two viewpoints, include both genders in raising wise kids. 
· . . . parents will find a great ally in this book.
· The book promotes simple talking and teaching . . .
· It stresses trying to prevent problems . . .
· What is talked about is a whole way of living and thinking
· The Book of Proverbs tells us the basic rules . . .
· Solomon has no problem with the labels “upright,” and “wicked,”
· . . . God often speaks through the voice of a woman.
· . . . is much like a romance.
· The study of Wisdom gives one a great deal of power . . . 
· Wisdom is the second step in a two-step process.
· Solomon’s work is meant to be the best of all.
· The outlook of this work is one of great hope.

13 Solomon and women


Solomon’s Wise Sayings Are Fair to Women:

In the first chapter of his Proverbs, Solomon urges the young to listen to the advice of father and mother (Proverbs 1:8). Fathers and mothers are often referred to being teachers or worthy of honor. 

Solomon presents the teaching woman (Proverbs 1:20) to describe the process of being wise. Contrast this with those who look at Paul’s teaching in the New Testament and conclude that women should not teach men (1Tim 2:12). 

Solomon uses the picture of being wise or foolish as a romance of one of two women, Lady Wisdom or Lady Foolishness. So being female is not by itself good or evil. 

Solomon compares evil men (Pro 2:12) and evil women (2:16), neither being more prone to evil than the other.

In the courtship of Lady Wisdom there is no mention of her as being something to be bartered for. 

Lady Wisdom and her suitor display both passion and ethics. Lady Wisdom is married, then the children come. Passion and ethics are the two most needed steps for a long and happy marriage.

In chapter eight, Lady Wisdom describes herself as being made by God as the first act of His creation (Proverbs 8:22). She assists Him in all that came after. While she is a metaphor and not a real being, the passage implies the process of creation springs from traits both masculine and feminine. 

Solomon concludes the journey of Lady Wisdom from teacher to royal matriarch (Proverbs 9).

Proverbs describes the retreat of a man or husband from a nagging woman to a roof top (21:9) or to a waste land (21:19). This does not imply divorce or ending the bonds that joined them. Rather this is a stepping back to places lacking in comforts, so a return can be hoped and planned for.

Solomon concludes the Book of Proverbs with a praise of the “Woman of Virtue” (Proverbs 31) pointing out a woman can HAVE virtue. This was not a given and is in sharp contrast to other ancient views on gender. For example, in Aristotle’s Philosophy on Women, he viewed a woman as an imperfect man.

The final verse in the book of Proverbs says to “give her credit for the work she has done” (Proverbs 31:31). The cry of Lady Wisdom is she is not listened to. The warning of the woman of virtue is her deeds are not valued and credit for them is often stolen. These cautions are not just aimed at men. Many women note that their worst critics are often other women, or even the woman herself. Wise people treat both genders with fairness. 

Solomon and His Many Wives

The verdict on Solomon’s life was harsh.

“For it came about that when Solomon was old, his heart was turned away to other gods by his wives; and his heart was no longer true to the Lord his God as the heart of his father David had been (1Kings 4:4).”

Solomon had seven hundred royal wives; women given to him from foreign kings, plus three hundred other wives, despite the Lord telling him not to do so (1Kings 4:1-3). The Lord was angry with him for this (vs 9).

Solomon admitted his failure when he said: 

“Have joy with the woman (singular) of your love all the days of your foolish life which he gives you under the sun. Because that is your part in life and in your work which you do under the sun (Ecc 9:9).”

“I find more bitter than death the woman whose heart is snares and traps, whose hands are chains. Whoever pleases God shall escape from her; but the sinner will be ensnared by her (Ecc 7:26 WEB).

Despite being a king with great power, he admitted in the end he was trapped by these unions.

The Conclusion

Solomon was the worst offender in this shameful, ancient practice of kings and the wealthy. While many patriarchs and great men in ancient cultures had several wives, every mention of this custom in scripture sees only its problems. Not one instance is pictured as good. In the progress of revealed truth from ancient to modern times, Solomon’s mistake in this part of his life did much to argue against plural marriage as a whole.  After many centuries, Judaism renounced this practice.

Still, Solomon’s insight on women’s issues rose far above the ideas of the ancient world and are not often seen today as the groundbreaking ideas they were. So, there is some room for understanding his failure.  A lesson can sometimes be learned at great cost. Solomon was still wise enough to learn it. A world that seeks to pervert marriage in far darker ways may yet conclude the same thing.


1. The Good Life14 The challenge: Life comes at us from all sides
But We Can Be Ready for Whatever Comes Next. 

2. The Safe Place
3. The Art of Giving 
4. Wisdom and Fools
5. What Are True Riches? What Has Real Value?
6. Choose Well. 
7. Love and Hate
8. The Power of What We Say
9. The Simple Truth
10. Teaching and Learning 
11. The Wise Leader
12. Money Does Matter
13. Parents and Children
14. This Wise House
15. Wisdom and Status
16. The Blessed Peacemakers
17. Speak to Me of Honor and Justice
18. Being Judgmental
19. The Power to Remain
20. Smart Listener
21. The Work of the Soul
22. Life and Death
23. The End of the Story



The Good Life

3:3 Let not mercy and good faith (or truth, most other trans) go from you; let them be hanging round your neck, recorded on your heart.
What is the truth in any matter? Can we grasp a problem without being fooled? If so, we have seen the truth, even though our work is only half done. Next, we must balance what we see with mercy. Don't excuse evil; forgive it and don’t get them confused. Love people, and be kind to them, but be faithful to what we know to be right. Not every issue is a matter of right and wrong, but when it is, we must see it clearly and look for ways to forgive when we can. We cannot offer ourselves mercy and others truth, nor be too harsh on ourselves and forgive others. We must hold onto both mercy and truth.

10:17 He who takes note of teaching (or correction or instruction) is (in) a way of life, but he who gives up training is a cause of error.
Or "People who accept correction are on the pathway to life,"(NLT)
It is common to think the finest virtues one can have in life is being a free thinker, being able to stand up for our rights and to follow our dreams. Those things are good, but are not the central issue of life, according to this verse. The way of life is this: "can we be taught?"  Those people are destined to live in the fullest sense of the term. One who can be told to do right and still do wrong, has made life's most basic error. 

“You can’t talk your way out of what you’ve behaved yourself into.” 
Stephen Covey 

14:14 He whose heart is turned away will have the reward of his ways in full measure; but a good man will have the reward of his doings (many trans: from himself or from what is within himself).
The exact Hebrew term for one who is “turned away” means one who “flinches” (Strong). It also describes someone who is “repulsed” or “driven back” as if one retreats in a battle or gives up a fight. To “flinch” when someone swings a fist may warn us this heart may not be really sure which side it wants to fight for. Like the man in the Civil War who wore blue and grey and got shot by both sides, a halfhearted love gets its full and dreadful reward. But the profound reward of a good man comes from inside himself. That must be because he has a “whole heart” (Jer 3:10) or one that stays true no matter which way the war goes. We can’t always choose our battles, but we can choose whose side we are on.

14:21 He who has no respect for his neighbor is a sinner, (or most translations: He who despises his neighbor, sins) but he who has pity for the poor is happy (or blessed).
Having contempt for those close to us is common. Foul, brazen, obscene words and threats often flow quickly between neighbors even when the offense is minor. Showing respect for those who live next to you or who you see often is felt to be a nice thing to do. But Solomon says it is also a wise thing to do. It is foolish to speak of one with contempt (11:12) and it is wrong to ignore one who is poor. As a matter of fact, there are many warnings not to do wrong to our neighbors, but to love them as ourselves. Breaking out of the normal, selfish life to the happy and blessed one, depends many times on how we treat others.

14:22 Will not the designers of evil come into error? But mercy and good faith (or kindness and truth) are for the designers of good.
The word error here comes from a word meaning to “wander,” to “stagger” as if drunk, or to be “seduced” (BDB). These are not the kinds of things we want to happen to us when we are making plans. In the conflict between good and evil, Solomon points out the upper hand those who plan good enjoy over those who conspire to do bad. The good are allowed to be loyal or faithful to something that won’t let them down, to something they know is true. Yet they must also receive and give it out with mercy. With these two weapons, they are preserved (Ps 61:7) and evil destroyed (16:6).

15:24 The way of life is above to the wise, that he may depart from hell beneath (KJV).
The steps to heaven are gradual, as are paths to hell. The distance between the two should be great and should become greater with time. A wise person makes a clean break from doing wrong. They separate their heart from evil thoughts, if they can't separate themselves from an evil world. They do this by aiming for a much higher good. We should set our goals to do much for the Lord and for doing right. If we achieve less,  we have still avoided hell. 

16:3 Put your works into the hands of the Lord, and your purposes (also plan or invention-BDB) will be made certain (or be firm, stable or established).
A bookshelf remains a thought in the mind of a carpenter until he builds it. Then, what began as an idea becomes "certain." Moving from lofty plan to finished product is often harder if one adds the extra burden of doing right. But if we put our work into His hands, He then shares the burden with us and blesses what we do. This is why a trust in God is both a good thing and a smart thing to do. It is good because it requires us to be upright. It is smart because it allows us to see the limits of what we can do and to trust Him for what we can’t.

16:6 By mercy and good faith (or truth) evildoing is taken away (or is atoned for or purged): and by the fear of the Lord men are turned away from evil.
Let’s play with this verse. By mercy without truth, evil is excused. By truth without mercy evil is condemned. With mercy and truth evil is taken away. While these two terms seem to be the reverse of each other, they must both exist, side by side, in a balance between each other. Thus, with mercy and truth we remove the evil within us. And by fearing, by turning, we remove the habit of evil among us. See also 3:3.

16:7 When a man’s ways are pleasing to the Lord, he makes even his haters be at peace with him.
We can fail to connect with our Creator when we ask Him to crush our foes when what He wants is for us to change our ways.



Good Friends

27:17 Iron sharpeneth (literally gladdens) iron; so a man sharpeneth the countenance of, his friend. (KJV)
27:17 Iron makes iron sharp; so a man makes sharp his friend. 
This verse pictures two tools or weapons of great strength used to make each other sharper. What a picture of two strong people of equal value who, whether in harmony or even in discord (as implied by the picture of iron) are not trying to destroy each other, but are face to face, trying to make each other better. Such is the nature of being a friend.

The Safe Place

10:9 He whose ways are upright will go safely, but he whose ways are twisted will be made low.
(Or he that takes crooked paths will be made known-NIV).
Both Solomon and David knew how shaky the job of being king really was. Public support is fickle. Some in the royal court lusted for power and were not to be trusted.  Kings seldom knew who their friends were. The answer to this pressure is simple. Do what is right. Be honest. This makes us self-assured. The ones who conspire in secret will be revealed soon enough. 

“I am not bound to win but I am bound to be true. I am not bound to succeed but I am bound to live up to the light I have. I must stand with anybody who stands for right:
- stand with him when he is right
- part with him when he goes wrong.” 
Abraham Lincoln
12:3 No man will make himself safe through evildoing; but the root of upright men will never be moved.
We look for things in the world we can count on to keep us safe. Some have a secret, of course. If they can't get what they want the right way, they can always cheat. After all, even good people get stepped on. Being righteous sure doesn't protect us from problems. Cut down the righteous, however and they still have roots. They bloom again. Cheaters don’t.

14:26 For him in whose heart is the fear of the Lord there is strong hope (or strong confidence or has a secure fortress): and his children will have a safe place (most other trans: a place of refuge). 
So how do we find this place of refuge, for our children and for those we care about? By being able to have strong hope. Okay, so where do we get this hope? By first having the right kind of fear. Most of us see fear and courage as the reverse of each other, with fear being bad and courage being good. This verse says the right kind of fear will free us up to be fearless in other ways. Fearing God means we learn to both hate (8:13) and avoid, doing evil (16:6). After that we begin to be wise (9:10), gain knowledge and self-control (1:7), live longer (10:27), avoid traps than can kill us (14:27), and find peace (19:23), even when we have little (15:16). So, in the end, we become that safe place, that place of refuge, that secure fortress others can come to.

14: 27 The fear of the Lord is a fountain of life, by which one may be turned from the nets (traps or snares) of death.
Some of these nets to watch out for in life are false gods (Ps 69:22), evil rulers (Job 34:30), the malice of evil people (Ps 141:9), making a holy oath and then breaking it (20:25), learning the ways of angry people (22:25), and the fear of other people (29:25). Things that can become snares, but are not always, are food and being content (Ps 69:22), and romance (1 Sam 18:21). When hunters try to trap an animal in a net, they often set it near a water source, along a trail the animal would use. By saying the fear of the Lord is a fountain of life, setting one free from the traps of death, Solomon points out this fear is not a trap to avoid. Unlike all other fears, this one sets us free; it helps us live. It allows a person, a clan, or a town to blossom and grow. It invites us to come, like to a fountain and be refreshed, or allow us to even walk away if we want to. 


Of Wisdom and Fools

10:23 It is sport to the foolish man to do evil, but the man of good sense takes delight in wisdom.
One of the hallmarks of fools is the pleasure they find in evil. Mischief, making trouble, stirring up strife, delights them. Some call these people clever. This says they are fools. But if we choose to delight in being wise, no less than sacred scripture says we are someone with good sense. 

10:26 Like acid drink to the teeth and as smoke to the eyes, so is the hater of work to those who send him.
Some fires give smoke and no warmth. Some drinks taste bitter and do not refresh. Some people have no message of their own and can't even deliver the one someone gives him. Don't give in to being lazy.  It is a surprise just how useless we can become. 

“The trouble with the world is that laziness is never curable and seldom fatal.”
11:2 When pride comes, there comes shame, but wisdom is with the quiet (or lowly or humble) in spirit.
Look through any self-help book and we will seldom find any mention of the subjects of being proud or humble. This leaves us open to the mistakes we are warned about here. When we think of the proud, we might see a polished, self-assured, can-do leader who is perhaps coarse or self-centered. We might see the lowly as being nice, but also as pushovers, weak, and unsure. A lowly person however can be able, but have little ego to bruise, and no selfish motives to cover up. Thus, they have more insight into a problem than the proud. They aren't prone to ending up ashamed, either. 

“The man who has a good opinion of himself usually is a poor judge of human nature.”
11:14 When there is no helping suggestion the people will have a fall, but with a number of wise guides they will be safe.
It is no mistake that Solomon, the wisest man in the world, should tell us to seek advice from someone besides ourselves. Getting advice from many wise folks is even better. None of us, not even Solomon, is smart enough all by ourselves to think through all of life's problems. Wise people are humble. They know when they have a problem they can’t figure out and will go get help. It's safer that way.

“Two eyes see better than one.”
11:22 Like a ring of gold in the nose of a pig, is a beautiful woman who has no sense.
Just as a man may rely on his muscle to help him in life, so a woman may want to rely on her good looks to help make her way. In a world that honors beauty over brains, it is easy for her to be pretty and forget the good sense she needs. Then the jewel of beauty adorns a life that is ugly.

13:16 A sharp man does everything with knowledge, but a foolish man makes clear (lit: spreads) his foolish thoughts.
In the Hebrew, knowledge is something very distinct from an opinion (ISBE). A shrewd person knows this and tries to stick to things they know to be true. Facts are stubborn things. Like a child we can't control, they grieve us when they go in a way, we don't want them to. Wise people follow them anyway. They spend the extra time to get their facts straight and spread around only those things they know are true. With the extra trouble it takes, there may not be as much to say, but we won’t look like such a fool in the process. 

“Jumping to conclusions seldom results in happy landings.”
14:6 The hater of authority (other trans: scoffer, scorner), searching for wisdom, does not get it; but knowledge comes readily to the open-minded man (or the man of understanding).
This verse explains why we should not try to teach some people and why we may not learn the things we should. Study skills are vital to learning, but an open mind is even more so. Contempt, disgust, making fun, complaints; these close our minds to getting all the facts. Scoffers feel when they are hard to please, when they see faults others don’t see, they are smart. Solomon says not true. They don’t get it. For when we scoff at things often, we cease to understand. When we cease to understand we cannot learn. When we fail to learn, we cannot adapt.

Sign at an auto mechanics shop. “The man that knows how will always have a job. The man who knows why will be his boss.”

14:15 The simple man has faith in every word, but the man of good sense gives thought to his footsteps.
This verse compares those with a naive belief with those who have the good sense to watch their steps. This means we can mull over all kinds of ideas, but the moment we start to act on them, we had better make sure those ideas are true. So, it’s OK to have faith and be a skeptic at the same time! It’s a good thing to demand proof if something sounds too good to be true. Hard, pointed questions are part of the deal. And a faith we don’t inspect is not worth having, because by it we see everything else.

“I believe in Christianity as I believe that the sun has risen: not only because I see it, but because by it I see everything else.”
― C.S. Lewis

14:16 The wise man, fearing, keeps himself from evil; but the foolish man goes on in his pride, with no thought of danger.
One feels fear and the other is self-assured. One is cautious, the other is bold. One stays, the other goes. Yet only one is wise and it’s not the bold, fearless one. Those of us who want to enhance our sense of self-esteem, take charge of our lives, and have good feelings about ourselves, should look at these words. Righteous people are bold as a lion (28:1), not because they are strong or smart, but because they are right. They also know when to be cautious.

14:18 Foolish behaviour is the heritage of the simple, (or, the simple inherit folly, KJV) but men of good sense are crowned with (lit: are circled by) knowledge.
If we were to listen to the reading of the will of a deceased uncle, we would find out what we were about to inherit. If we see ourselves in the mirror and note we have grandpa’s nose and mom’s eyes, it is because we were born that way. We get these things not by what we do, but because of who we are. In the same way, we are destined, it is normal or it is because of who we are that we start out naive and simple and then end up being a fool. We are born that way, we can love being that way (1:22) and all of us will end that way unless we do something about it. Solomon says, “get wisdom” (4:7). That’s our job. This present verse says in a world with many words, fewer facts and little truth, people with good sense surround themselves with what they know to be true. This may limit or constrain them (implied) but it also crowns them in the end. Thus, we change our destiny (3:35).

14:29 He who is slow to be angry has great good sense; but he whose spirit is over-quick (or has a hasty or quick temper, other trans) gives support to what is foolish.
Looking at a few other versions, one can re-word this verse this way. “The one who is slow to be angry is able to think and reason well, but the one with a quick temper lifts up, or displays (Ex 29:27, Lev 2:9) the foolish things they do.” Why would someone lift up their foolish deeds for all to see? The reason people do so is they believe being quick to get angry means they are forceful and other people will be in awe of them. However, someone who is quick tempered doesn’t stop and think through what they want to do. In the end, all can see where this quick temper has led them. The one who is slow to be angry, does so not just because it is a good thing to do, but because it is a smart thing to do. People get to see that too.

14:33 Wisdom has her resting-place (or a place to repose or be quiet-BDB) in the mind of the wise, but she is not seen among the foolish. (The second half of this verse is also rendered “she lets herself be made known among the foolish-NIV,” or “what’s in the heart of fools is made known-NAS95.”)
Fools make their thoughts clear (12:23). They pour out their feelings and anger (29:11) at once (12:16), and their foolish and evil words (15:2, 28) like a stream. But a prudent or sharp person will often conceal what they know (12:23; 29:11), but still act on it (15:2). Someone who is wise will restrain their anger (19:11) and will study or give thought to what they say before they say it (15:28). So, for wisdom to rest in the mind of the wise it must mean they may have to go and look for it (25:2). They must get past the loud, angry torrent of words and find those wise folks who know much even though they may often choose to say little.

15: 7 The lips of the wise keep (most other trans: dispenses or spreads) knowledge, but the heart of the foolish man is not right.
So why does this verse compare what a wise person says with what goes on in the heart of someone who is foolish? Well for one thing, it is a great thing for any group of people to have wise people among them, because they spread knowledge. A wise person seeks knowledge (18:15), receives it (21:11), stores it (10:14), uses it in the right way (15:2) and is stronger because of it (24:5). They say things known to be true to others and thus the whole group benefits.  On the other hand, a fool won’t become wise even if they are paid to do so (17:16). They search (18:2) and trust their own heart for answers (28:26). Their foolish speech pours from their mouth (15:2). They fall (10:8), and with time, will have to serve the wise (11:29). In the meantime, they threaten to make the heart of the fool, the heart of the group (Jer 13:10, Tit 1:10-11).

What Are True Riches?

10: 2 Wealth which comes from sin is of no profit (or benefit NAS95), but righteousness gives salvation from death.
Wealth is often used as a door to life’s benefits as well as a wall to its dangers, including the danger of an early death. By contrast, the term “righteousness” often implies, among other things, giving some of our money to the poor (Ps 112:9, Da 4:27, Mt 6:1, 2Co 9:10). Indeed, the Lord promises to keep alive those who do so (Ps 41:1-3).
So, to have the benefits and safety promised by wealth, we do the reverse of what our instincts tell us. We know doing evil will not help us achieve the goal of being safe, happy or content no matter how much money it makes us. So, we invest in doing right and even giving to those in need, because this is a better way to protect ourselves than doing wrong.

Pro 10:4 He who is slow (lazy, slothful, other versions) in his work becomes poor, but the hand of the ready worker gets in wealth.
The Hebrew term for being “slow” or “lazy” implies someone who also deceives (Gill, BDB). The idea is this kind of person not only fails to work but pretends they did. Keeping our ethics can be as much work as keeping our jobs. But we must do both to get the kind of wealth that matters.

“By the street of by and by, one reaches the house of never.”

10:22 The blessing of the Lord gives wealth: hard work makes it no greater (most other translations: it comes without sorrow).
Proverbs 10:4 says work done every day tends to make us rich. Here it asks us to see the same subject from another angle. Almost all of the rich will tell us having money brings its own problems. The rich may never know who their real friends are. And they are in danger of being kidnapped and held for ransom (13:8). So, to be rich without problems or sorrows is very rare, but it can happen. This blessing comes from being upright (10:6), and from being faithful (28:20). Or put another way, it comes by doing the right thing, over and over again. This verse implies these are more vital than hard work itself. Not everyone who is rich became rich because they cheated someone. 

11:19 The Lord abhors dishonest scales, but accurate weights are his delight (KJV). 
The scales were used in Solomon's time to weigh things when they were bought. Corrupt weights were used to cheat. It is strange to find how many who believe, who also believe they don't have to follow the rules of fair play. After all, if one is now a "saint," that puts all those others in the “sinner" group. Some would go further and say we can do what we want and just ask God to forgive us later. The fact remains though, God's delight is in honest scales and fair dealings no matter who does them. The same goes for His anger if we cheat.

“I have not observed men’s honesty to increase with their riches.” Thomas Jefferson
11:4 Wealth is of no profit in the day of wrath, but righteousness keeps a man safe from death. 
In verse 10:2, it says wealth which comes from doing wrong will not help us in the day of wrath, but what about wealth that comes the right way? Suppose we earn it by working for it? Isn’t that better? Of course, but it still doesn’t help in the day of wrath. This day of wrath is not just the final day of judgment. It also refers to any time we are tested to the very core of who we are. Even the right pursuit of money can keep us from forming more profound, inner strengths that, in a crisis, can decide whether we live or die.

“La faamasino e le sami le vaa.” ““Let the sea judge the boat.” Samoan Proverb
12:8 A man will be praised in the measure of his wisdom, but a wrong-minded man (or of a perverse heart, KJV) will be looked down on.
Being wise sounds boring and telling gross jokes seems cool.  The problem is, while the perverse are good for a few laughs, the world tires of them, then despises them. Hollywood doesn't know this yet. Then there are those who are honored because they love God, are fair, show mercy and can keep their promises. They use what little time, money and energy they have, wisely; for good and not for evil. After a while, we can’t even compare the two. 

12:27 He who is slow in his work does not go in search of food (or roast his food, KJV); but the ready worker gets much wealth.
The lazy can dream about their roast meat all they want. But whether the prey flies away before they figure out how to catch it, or they forget to hunt altogether, it's just a dream. Those who are quick to find work get more than food, they get wealth. Some translate the verse to mean the diligent become the treasure described. That wealth is hard to lose.

“The haste of a fool is the slowest thing in the world.”
Thomas Shadwell

13:8 A man will give his wealth in exchange for his life; but the poor will not give ear to sharp words.
A king like Solomon had to make sure his subjects had some of the kingdom’s wealth and their lives were content to make them good subjects. They know they can lose their wealth or their lives if they break the law. It’s hard to govern or correct the poor when they have no wealth to lose and their lives are bleak. In the same way, if we are to relate to each other, we must invest some of ourselves. So, if conflict occurs and the words are sharp, those words might still be listened to. Losing the friendship we value, would be worse than losing the argument. 

13:22 The heritage of the good man is handed down to his children’s children; and the wealth of the sinner is stored up for the upright man.
Suppose I have been good in my life and yet have little in the way of money to pass on to my kids? Haven’t I failed in some way? To answer that question, this verse points out the difference between a “heritage” or the good effect we have on our children and an inheritance. The good we do lasts longer, reaching down to our kid’s kids, while any cash we may leave them may not last more than a few weeks or a few minutes for that matter. And there is a wealth that comes to the upright, simply for being upright. Whether it goes to us or our children, it often comes right out of the pocket of those who least want to give it away. 

14:20 The poor man is hated even by his neighbor, but the man of wealth has numbers of friends.
Solomon talks about life, not as it should be, but as it often is. He points out the sense of well-being friends can give us and the painful self-doubt of being lonely (19:7). Then he reminds us whether we have friends or are hated may tell us little about the kind of person we are. Having many friends may only be a sign of our wealth, our power, or our being able to give gifts (19:6). As a matter of fact, too many friends can ruin us (18:24 most translations). But how we make friends and the kinds of friends we have tells us something about the person within (22:11). And there are those people out there who can love us “at all times (17:17),” whether we have something to offer or not. The best way to find one is to be one. 

“He who provides for this life but makes no provision for eternity is wise for a moment, but a fool forever.”
14:24 Their wisdom is a crown to the wise, (or the crown of the wise is their riches, most other translations) but their foolish behavior is round the head of the unwise.
The word crown comes from a Hebrew term meaning “circle” and describes a kind of turban full of jewels wrapped around the head of a king (BDB). While we should seek to be wise for reasons far greater than having money, we can often receive the crown of wealth as well. Those who seek the money without the wisdom most often get neither. There are four other crowns people notice. There is the crown of splendor or glory (4:9), of having a good spouse (12:4), of growing old enough to have gray hair (16:31) and of having grandchildren (17:6). These are the rewards of being wise any fool can see.

14:31 He who is hard on the poor puts shame on (other trans: or reproaches or defies, taunts, or shows contempt for) his Maker; but he who has mercy on those who are in need gives him honour.
The word here for “puts shame on” is the same word used by David to describe the taunts of the giant Goliath against Israel, just before David killed him (1 Sam 17:36). What this tells us is we place ourselves in danger when we are cruel to the poor. We are daring their maker to punish us and the wise avoid this like the plague. Neither should we make fun of the poor for the same reason (17:5). If, however, we honor the Lord by showing mercy to the needy, this invites the Lord to honor us back (1 Sam 2:30). Prov 22:2 and Job 34:19 says the poor and the rich have the same maker. This reminds us we are each made of the same stuff as the other, and one’s wealth has nothing to do with one’s worth.

15: 6 In the house of the upright man there is a great store of wealth; but in the profits (or earnings NLT) of the sinner there is trouble.
The lesson of this verse is simple. The righteous have wealth and the sinner merely has income. Wealth is so much more than just money, and if the only kind of wealth we have is cash and it comes with trouble, it’s not helping very much.

15:16 Better is a little with the fear of the Lord, than great wealth together with trouble.
It is tempting to think if one has wealth we would have more options, more ways to live our lives than the poor. With more choices, there is more of a chance for a happy life. Some truth there. There is also a chance having great wealth will cause some “trouble” we didn’t plan on. Fearing the Lord, hating evil; the poor and the rich can do that on equal terms.

Choose Well

11:3 The righteousness of the upright will be their guide, but the twisted ways of the false will be their destruction.
A complex decision sometimes seems even more complex if we ask the question, "but is it the right thing to do?" It adds something more to think about to an already confusing subject. Letting ourselves do evil should make things simpler, right? This verse says no. Those few, fixed rules of right and wrong, in many cases, may be all we need to "guide" us in the best possible way. They also give us the best reason to avoid doing wrong. Be truthful. The other way will destroy us.

11:5 The righteousness of the good man will make his way straight, but the sin of the evil doer will be the cause of his fall.
While verse 11:3 tells us to be honest in what we decide, this verse promises the righteous a direct or clear path, once the decision is made. The word "straight" refers to a way easy to see and pleasant to walk on. It does not have lots of holes or rocks in the way. In effect, the path is easier, not harder, because it is right. So, isn't doing the right thing always harder than doing a bad thing? No, it is hard only sometimes and in the short term, not most of the time.

11:6 The righteousness of the upright will be their salvation, but the false will themselves be taken in their evil designs.
Being clever, being able to exploit people, telling lies; all these things are tools that can be used to get us out of trouble. What a joy it is to be safe from problems because we were truthful and did the right thing. A false person will never get to know about safety because in the end, being upright is the only safe place there is.

12:12 The wicked desireth the net of evil men, but the root of the righteous yieldeth fruit (KJV).
People who steal from others also steal from each other. Then, what is quickly gained can be just as quickly lost. That's one of the main problems of being thieves. In contrast, plants must be uh, planted, then cultivated, watered, and looked after and this takes time. Farmers may worry after all their hard work, will those roots produce? The righteous may worry if they don't cheat at what they do, will they still get results? This verse assures them yes, they will, no matter which field they choose to work in. 

14:8 The wisdom of the man of good sense makes his way clear; but the unwise behavior of the foolish is deceit. 
14: 8 The wisdom of the prudent is to understand his way: but the folly (or foolish acts) of fools is deceit (KJV).
Those with good sense, inspect their lives often. Their wisdom lets them wonder where they are going, how they will get there and then come up with a good answer. Where fools go wrong is when they look at the same issues and their deceit, or the lies they believe, steers them wrong. Telling lies removes our compass so we don’t know our path, even when we want to.  The double-dealing we practice to fool others, in the end fools us as well. Wise people take nothing for granted. They look at things with great care. They “prove all things (1Thess 5:21).” They let scripture and faith purge deceit from the heart, so the mind can get the facts straight.

15:3 The eyes of the Lord are in every place, keeping watch on the evil and the good.
One idea that inspires us to do foolish things is the belief if we do something right no one will notice and if we do something wrong, we might get away with it. If however, we believe in God at all, and believe He sees all we do, we now have a reason to do right, even when people aren’t looking. This idea reminds us a belief in God is not just a good thing to do, but it is also a smart thing.



Of Love and Hate

11:20 The uncontrolled (or crooked, perverse) are hated by the Lord, but those whose ways are without error are his delight. 
It is easy to talk too much and not be aware others find us boring. People are polite that way. God is polite in the same way. However, there is no mystery about how He feels about certain things. He is against the crooked or perverse person and though He loves all of His creations, His delight is in those who are upright or without guilt. Some things aren't hard to figure out. Some just wish they were.

15:8 The offering (most other trans: the sacrifice) of the evil-doer is disgusting to the Lord, but the prayer of the upright man is his delight.
Compare a sacrifice with a prayer and we find a sacrifice is costly and a prayer is not. In those days one gave an animal, and in modern times, we might give our time, or money or even our lives for things we believe in. This tells us those things do not make the person good or their belief worth the effort. It only makes those things costly.  Solomon knew how phony lavish acts of worship could be, despite their pomp and splendor if they heart is not changed. The simple prayer of and upright person is far more potent and it is not such a waste of time and money in the process. 

15: 9 The way of the evil-doer is disgusting to the Lord, but he who goes after righteousness is dear to him.
In verse 8, Solomon points out the shallow, phony use of religion. In this verse, He sees a shallow style or the way of living that fails to deal with evil. The term “way” comes from the idea of walking a road or path (BDB/Strongs). Just as walking on the ground every day leaves a trail, so the friends we make, the things we say, the culture we share, the things we do, becomes the way we live. We can approve and enjoy the diverse ways people live, but if those ways include habits of doing wrong, the style becomes corrupt and something to be ashamed of. Or we can rejoice in those who renounce those parts of their lives that are wrong and pursue new ways to do right. For doing right is the one thing that matters from the viewpoint of the only one who matters.

“For every 10 people who are clipping at the branches of evil, you are lucky to find one who is hacking at the roots.”
Henry David Thoreau
15:10 There is bitter punishment for him who is turned from the way; and death will be the fate of the hater of teaching (other trans: reproof, rebuke, correction).
There are degrees of right and wrong. A person can be led astray (10:17) from right living. This is bad, but far worse is someone with a basic hatred for any reproof or rebuke, or any word of caution that stands in the way of what they want. The first is punished, but the second dies; the harsher result of the greater evil. 


15: 11 Before the Lord are the underworld (BDB: Sheol, the abode of the dead both good and bad) and destruction (BDB: Abaddon, a place of ruin for the wicket): how much more, then, the hearts of the children of men!
In verses 8, 9, and 10 we are advised to look at how we practice a faith, live a life and see the future. If we do right things, life will be good, good in the long run, even if there are problems along the way. So why bring God into this? Because the battles over right and wrong, being wise or foolish, can be fierce. Those who take this advice begin to see things like the one who gave it. Right judgment opens up issues and lays them bare for all to see, sometimes In all their horror. Some will hate this process and will try and stop it. 
Going into these battles we need to know our advice comes from the greatest source. God loves truth. He sees the whole story. He knows where we will all end and what all of us are thinking, right now.  His advice is still the best.


The Power of What We Say

10:11 The mouth of the upright man is a fountain of life, but the mouth of the evil-doer is a bitter cup. 
10:11 The mouth of the righteous man is a well of life, but violence covers (some versions: “overwhelms”) the mouth of the wicked (KJV).
We might think the words or a righteous person should be harsh or stern. This verse says those words should be like a fountain because they refresh and give life. Those who are thirsty for hope, joy and insight would go there often.  Bitter, violent words can also spring out of someone’s mouth and some will thirst for those too. When it says violence “covers” the mouth of the wicked, the theme of the verse implies wicked speakers will be covered as if they were drowned in a flood. 

10:19 Where there is much talk there will be no end to sin, but he who keeps his mouth shut does wisely. 
Those who love to hear the sound of their own voice should also see their need for pardon (Henry). The wise know this irony. We can show our wisdom by silence as well as by speaking.

“Wise men talk because they have something to say; fools, because they have to say something.” Plato
 10:20 The tongue of the upright (or just) man is like tested silver: the heart of the evil-doer is of little value.
If I were to walk into someone’s house and see a neat stack of bars of pure silver on the floor, it would be hard not to notice, because they have so much value. In the same way, saying true things gets noticed. Like minted silver, those words have great weight and value. It is tempting to think what we share from our heart has worth. Not always. What gives our speech value is not abundance, brilliance nor eloquence, but justice. Some may not like those words, but they can’t ignore them.

10:21 The lips of the upright man give food to men, but the foolish come to death for need of sense.
If we lived in Solomon's day, it was a good, if rather common thing to feed oneself by working with our hands. If we fed ourselves by merely what we said that would be a very rare thing, but if we fed ourselves and many others merely by what we said it could be seen as something of a miracle. Do we know the power of righteous words to feed not just the bodies, but the souls of many? That is an even greater miracle. Fools, blessed with the same gift of speech, do more than just suffer for being foolish. They die from it.

10:31 The mouth of the upright man is budding with wisdom, but the twisted tongue will be cut off. 
Isn't it great for someone to think we are smart; to think the words that come from us are wise? Seek to be just and the world will call us wise. Look at the anger directed at the forward or perverse tongue. It is not just silenced. It is "cut out."

“To be persuasive we must be believable; to be believable we must be credible; to be credible we must be truthful.”  Edward R Murrow

10:32 The lips of the righteous know what is acceptable; but the mouth of the wicked speaketh forwardness (KJV).
Please don’t miss this. It is the not the mouth of skillful, or the mature that knows what is the right thing to say, so much as it is the upright. Anyone can be that. The Hebrew word for the English word "acceptable" can also mean “delightful” or “helpful” (BDB/Strongs). The sense of the verse is the words the righteous say creates favor in those who listen to them. One would think a person who speaks of righteous things would be sort of forward, in-your-face and be quick to tell folks to straighten up and fly right, but that is not always so.

11:9 With his mouth the evil man (most versions: hypocrite) sends destruction on his neighbor; but through knowledge the upright are taken out of trouble.
Don't think spoken words can’t cause big problems. Hypocrites or liars can destroy people with what they say. Realize the hypocrite who destroys his neighbor does the same things he accuses the other of doing. That is why he is called a hypocrite.  Being just and getting the facts, not more lies, is the answer. 

11:11 By the blessing of the upright man the town is made great, but it is overturned by the mouth of the evil-doer.
Can simple words destroy an entire town? Aren't towns overthrown by armies climbing over the walls and the like? How full of power words must be, either for good or for evil. Against what looks like a weak weapon is something that looks even weaker; God's “blessing.” One can at least number the  words, but we can’t measure a blessing, can we? Yet these forces can decide the fate of many who do not see their power.

12:6 The words of the wicked are to lie and wait for innocent blood; but the mouth of the upright shall deliver them (KJV).
"It is only as we overcome our Christian heritage that we can build the Third Reich." A. Hitler
It's awful to think of someone hiding behind a rock with a gun, not to rob, but to kill a guiltless victim. Some words are like that. For those who value "book larning" it is good to know there are many words out there that are good to know. Among them however, are awful lies by people with the worst motives. A wise student looks for them and avoids them. A righteous person speaks out against them. 

12:13 In the sin of the lips is a net which takes the sinner, but the upright man will come out of trouble.
Just people do not give themselves the same freedom to speak others enjoy. They don't distort facts, tear down good leaders, accuse without good reason, or pass on gossip. Instead, they choose their words well. They know sometimes the one factor that decides whether one gets out of a problem or remains trapped in it can be nothing more than just the words they say. 

12:14 From the fruit of his mouth will a man have good food in full measure, and the work of a man’s hands will be rewarded.
Wise people are patient. Fruit comes from trees that must be planted and tended to. Rewards come after hard work. The sense of this verse is this. We will be filled up or be content when we say good things and be rewarded for what we do.  Thinking of Solomon's day when farming was the way most earned their living, simple logic says the reward for doing something should be greater than the reward for just saying something. Perhaps, but the reward for words that heal, reconcile, bring hope and courage, that forgive and understand, is very great. This "fruit of the mouth,” like some fruit tree, may need work and patience before it yields something.

12:25 Care in the heart of a man makes it weighted down, but a good word makes it glad.
Solomon saw how life crushes people and when we can't fix the problem, we are tempted to do nothing. Even the heaviest heart can be made glad, however. Don't discount the power of a few, choice words, or even a single word, even when the weight is very great.

13:3 He who keeps a watch on his mouth keeps his life; but he whose lips are open wide will have destruction.
This verse is not about keeping a lid on what we want to say, so much as it is about the way we let those words come out. In verse 15:1 it says, “A soft answer (instead of a non-answer) will turn away wrath." Those who see little danger in careless speech need to read the last word in this verse. 

14:3 In the mouth of the foolish man is a rod for his back, but the lips of the wise will keep them safe.
This “rod” is more like a thin, green stick used to correct kids when they don’t behave. The word is also used as a symbol of a scepter a king would hold in his hand as he ruled his subjects. Fools will try and correct another, and then are shamed and punished with the very words they tried to humble someone else with. The Wise keep safe because before they open their mouth to straighten someone out, they ask themselves, “Is what I am about to strike this person with, something that could be used on my back as well?”

15:2 Knowledge is dropping from the tongue of the wise (or The tongue of the wise useth knowledge aright-KJV. or The wise person makes learning a joy-NLT.); but from the mouth of the foolish comes a stream of foolish words.
The wise person uses knowledge and the fool merely uses words. The wise not only talks about what they know to be true, but they add the extra skill of using this knowledge in a right way. For we can say something false by stating true things outside of their context. The Hebrew word we translate “aright” also translates “to do good,” “to make cheerful,” or “to be pleased” in other places in scripture. Thus, someone who is wise makes learning a cheerful or pleasing thing and delights the hearer by using the truth and using it well (Gill). The fool may also say truthful things, but doesn’t care for truth or for the restraint that must be practiced to present it in the right way. So one way commends the hearer to the process of learning. The other can make young learners really wonder if they are better off staying ignorant.

“Advice is like snow; the softer it falls, the longer it dwells upon, and deeper it sinks into the mind.”
15:4 A comforting (or healing-BDB) tongue is a tree of life, but a twisted tongue is a crushing of the spirit.
There are words so evil they can break the heart. There are also words so profound, they can heal a soul that has been crushed. When Solomon says this healing tongue is a tree of life, he is trying to show us how great this healing can be. Scripture says the Tree of Life was in the Garden of Eden (Gen 2:9), the paradise the first couple lived in before evil occurred. It returns again at the end of time for the healing of the nations (Rev 22:2), when evil has been vanquished and all is perfect again. So can what we say heal a wounded heart to that degree, making a person as if they had never been hurt in the first place? That is the message here.

16:1 The preparations of the heart in man, and the answer of the tongue, is from the Lord (KJV). 
This saying is hard to figure out. Is this the preparations of any heart, evil or not? One would think not. But if this is a good heart, it is good at least in part because it prepares what to say before speaking. It is good to know both thoughtful speech and the answers to problems come from God.

The Simple Truth

13:5 A righteous man hateth lying; but a wicked man is loathsome and cometh to shame (KJV).
 13:5 The upright man is a hater of false words: the evil-doer gets a bad name and is put to shame.
This verse asks and answers a question at the same time. How do we keep from getting a bad name and being shamed by those around us? One way is to hate all forms of lying, even the lies that serve us well. Lies can save us time, boost our self-esteem, make life easy, save us money, protect us from blame, punish our foes, further our good standing, make us sound like experts, even promote our faith, and when mixed with the truth, are hard to spot. Lies protect us from change. However, all of them lead us to shame. That’s why we avoid them. 

13:7 A man may be acting as if he had wealth, but have nothing; another may seem poor, but have great wealth.
People often pretend to be something they are not when it comes to money. Wealthy people may choose not to show off their wealth. and a poor person can appear to be rich, at least for a while. They do this for reasons both good and bad. Wise people know that in terms of wealth, how people act and how they seem, is often not the truth. 

14:5 A true witness does not say what is false, but a false witness is breathing out deceit.
Do we see the power of this verse? Do we know “true” people are rare (Prov 20:6), that Jesus Himself is described as “faithful and true” (Rev 19:11) and the apostle Paul says we should always “provide for those things that are honest in the sight of all men (Rom 12:17; II Cor 8:21)?” The term “true witness” here suggests one who has been tested (JFB), found to be true and is now called upon to speak, in a legal sense.  By contrast, liars can “breath” out their deceit as easy as taking their next breath or as if blowing on a fire (BDB). So when the issues are great, and the lies come often, trying to inflame as well as deceive, the answer is to be that rare, tested, faithful witness who speaks the truth. 

“I'm all in favor of keeping dangerous weapons out of the hands of fools. Let's start with typewriters.”   Frank Lloyd Wright
14:25 A true witness is the saviour of lives; but he who says false things is a cause of deceit (or he who utters lies is deceitful or is a traitor, most other versions).
In the ancient times, the witness was used in legal matters the way we would use written records today. If lands were bought and sold, two or three elders would witness the deal at the city gates to confirm it (1 Sam 12:5; Ruth 4:9-11). Moses required two or three witnesses to charge someone with murder (Deut 17:6). So it was vital for these people to tell the truth when asked. The stakes for telling the truth can be high, even to the saving of someone’s life. But by saying a false witness is a cause of deceit, Solomon brings up the subject of why someone would deceive in the first place. They do so because believe they can lie for a good cause. But the truth is those who betray this kind of trust are full of deceit, no matter how noble they try to make it sound.

Teaching and Learning

10:8 The wise in heart shall receive commandments, but a prattling fool shall fall (KJV). 
To obey a holy command was not any easier in Solomon's time than it is in ours. They are so final. There is no room for one's private views on the subject. Wise people receive them anyway, because they keep us from falling. The one with foolish talk requires no such help. That's why they fall.

10:13 In the lips of him who has knowledge wisdom is seen; but a rod (Lit: “a stick” Strong’s) is ready for the back of him who is without sense.
This compares those who express wisdom against those who don’t. If we know something about how to live, others will see it in the way we talk. That is the sense of the first part of the verse. We won’t have to point it out to them. But if we refuse to learn our lessons, lots of people may also get to see just how little sense we have as we face pain and public disgrace. Either way, we are all going to learn something.

10:14 A wise man stores up knowledge. But the mouth of the foolish is near destruction. 
It's common for a student in a class to think “this subject doesn't apply to me," but a wise person stockpiles knowledge like a squirrel stores up nuts for the winter. He or she doesn't need those facts now, but sure as the seasons change, they will need at least some of them later on.  This storehouse of the wise is so unlike the mouth of the fool. This one, who often speaks the loudest but really has nothing to offer, can do more than just cause problems. They open their mouth and we are all very close to...

11:10 When things go well for the upright man, all the town is glad; at the death of sinners, there are cries of joy.
It is said King Herod the Great was so hated as he got close to dying, he had hundreds of innocent people put in prison with orders they were to be killed on the day he died, so there would be mourning. The order was never carried out. It’s too bad the wicked teach us so much. Without the wicked we don't respect the good like we should. Cities rejoice when the righteous prosper, but they shout for joy at the death of the tyrant.

12:1 Whoso loveth instruction loveth knowledge, but he that hateth reproof is brutish (KJV).
To love being taught, means something more than just sitting in a classroom while a teacher tells us where Brazil is. Solomon says knowledge can only come when we are willing to be corrected or disciplined. That is the broader meaning of the term "instruction" here. And we must "love" it, even when it hurts.  We are in danger when we resent being told we are wrong for we risk becoming "brutish." The Hebrew word suggests an animal, like a cow, (Strong) happily eating grass but it has no idea where hamburgers and leather purses come from.

12:5 The thoughts of the righteous are right, but the counsels of the wicked are deceit (KJV).
The world tells us to get advice from smart people. This verse says to get advice from good people. A good person may sometimes think bad thoughts, but a wicked person turns bad thoughts into guiding lights.  A wise person will find someone with honor and will ask for their ideas because they won't deceive. Those thoughts will be right.

“Write down the advice of him who loves you, though you like it not at present.”
12:15 The way of the foolish man seems right to him, but the wise man gives ear to suggestions.
 We value the "independent thinker." These people, without help from anyone else and against all odds, go against the flow, do great things and are proven right in the end. This is more make-believe than real. Most of us need advice sometimes to know which way to go. It is a sign of being wise, not of being weak or dumb, to ask for it. 

12:17 The breathing out of true words gives knowledge of righteousness; but a false witness gives out deceit. 
All of us want to be well thought of. Solomon talks about people saying the truth in a way as normal as taking their next breath. Doing this on the outside shows one is righteous on the inside. Telling lies may cover something up, but in the end it reveals an inner deceit for all to see. This may be a problem we would want to deal with by ourselves and not have others help us with.

12:18 There are some whose uncontrolled talk is like the wounds of a sword, but the tongue of the wise makes one well again.
The Hebrew word here refers not so much to viscous speech, but to careless or hasty speech. Thoughtless words can wound, much like the clumsy use of a sword. But the converse is also very true. Speech that is careful, skillful, and thoughtful, or rather speech that is wise, can heal those wounds. 

“Isn’t it strange that men will fight for the right to say what they think . . . and then say so much without thinking?”
13:1 A wise son heareth his father’s instruction, but a scorner heareth not rebuke (KJV). 
13:1 A wise son is a lover of teaching, but the ears of the haters of authority are shut to sharp words.
How do we get people to listen to us? By following the pattern noted here. We can value wisdom, or the right use of limited time, money and other resources. We can create bonds of affection, much like one would have between a father and son. Finally we can offer instruction; or facts both parties find helpful in getting things done. Without these three things we may only have a scorner on our hands; one who won’t hear even the harshest rebuke. 

13:18 Need and shame will be the fate of him who is uncontrolled by training; but he who takes note of teaching (most translations: reproof or correction) will be honored.
Most of us don’t like to be told to straighten up and fly right. It hurts and makes us feel foolish, even if we know we deserve it. What most don’t know is those who can take their lumps when they deserve it are the ones who will later be honored. Those who won’t listen will be poor and ashamed. It seems backwards, but it’s true. 

14:4 Where there are no oxen, their food-place is clean; but much increase comes through the strength of the ox.
While we think of an ox as being clumsy and stupid, the Hebrews did not. Their words for ox comes from a root words meaning to teach or see (Gill). The ancient Jews saw the ox as a picture of the benefits of learning. Having an ox to take care of requires feeding and cleaning up, but it also gets so much more done if we are a farmer trying to plow a field. In the same way, we need to value the role of the teacher and the job of being taught. Learning helps us get more done and will make the job of living easier, even if it is messy at times. 

14:7 Go away from the foolish man, for you will not see the lips of knowledge. 
Walk away from fools. If we listen to them, they will start to think the foolish things they say are right (26:1, 4, and 8). If we stay with them, they can corrupt our knowledge and our good manners (9:6; 13:20; I Cor 15:33).  But don’t all human beings have value? Isn’t it cruel to say to someone in need they are not worth our time? Is there nothing we can do? Yes there is. If we know someone’s basic belief is foolish and they refuse to learn, the only helpful thing left to do is to walk away.

15:5 A foolish man puts no value on his father’s training; but he who has respect for teaching (or reproof, rebuke, correction-BDB) has good sense.
The only teacher or trainer mentioned in this verse is the father although it implies we are taught by others as we grow from child to adult. So how we respond to our first teacher may decide how we learn from others later on. While mothers are more likely to nurture and console, fathers, if they are there, tend to set rules and to rebuke or correct when they are broken. So they can be harder to listen to. If we feel they are unfair at times and when we get to see their faults as well as their virtues, it becomes easy to ignore the process of training they are trying to get started in us. I wise person puts a high value on that process, despite its flaws.

Wise Leaders

12:26 The upright man is a guide to his neighbor, but the way of evil-doers is a cause of error to them.
There are two "ways" in this verse; the way of the upright and that of the evil-doer. The word "guide" comes from a root word that means to wander, to explore or to search out for trade, as if one were a merchant (BDB). Simply put, being righteous is much more of a journey than it is a final end. To admit we haven't arrived, but are enjoying the trip, invites others to join us. It is dishonest to lead someone in any other way.

13:1 A wise son heareth his father’s instruction, but a scorner heareth not rebuke (KJV). 
13:1 A wise son is a lover of teaching, but the ears of the haters of authority are shut to sharp words.
How do we get people to listen to us? We first inspire the love of wisdom, pointing out it is the right use of scarce assets. We create bonds of affection, much like a father and son. Then we offer instruction, or insights helping both parties to get things done. Without these three things we may only have a scorner on our hands; one who won’t hear even the harshest rebuke. 

13:15 Wise behavior (or good sense: good understanding) gets approval, but the way of the false (those who cover or act in secret, to pillage-Strong’s) is their destruction.
A fickle public approves of the evil doer only in the short run and this “way” of the false shows how they are destroyed. Over time their secrets don’t remain secret. Wise people don’t seek to be approved. They use good sense and seek to understand. Then the favor comes. 

13:17 A man taking false news (most translations: a wicked messenger) is a cause of trouble, but he who gives news rightly makes things well.  
In the Hebrew, the first man, the bad one, is a low civil servant and the second is an envoy who speaks for the ruler of his country, to the ruler of another country. He is great only as long as he has a message to give. Once he is done, the status ends. The idea of the verse is this. People would rather hear a great message, than a great messenger. They would sooner follow a great idea or ideal, than a great person. If we want to do something good, give a true message and let any rank over others end when the message is given.  People are more willing to listen to us, when things are put in those terms.  

14:28 A king’s glory is in the number of his people: and for need of people a ruler may come to destruction.
“The acid test of being a leader is to see if anyone is following you.”
This verse does not just point out the need for having a number of people in the land in order to be a king. What it really shows is the need for those people to prosper and grow for the king to stay in power. There is an acid test to being a leader beyond any fancy words or lofty ideals. Are things on the whole, better or worse? Are the numbers growing or shrinking? Any leader, leads others based on their consent, whether they vote or not. The king who does not know this can lose his job or his head.

14:35 The king has pleasure in a servant who does wisely, but his wrath is against him who is a cause of shame.
If we are in charge of something, it is one thing to get mad at those who oppose us, but what about getting mad at those who serve us, or who make our job easy to do? It is the mark of a true king or leader when they are angry with themselves or with an ally as much as they are angry with an enemy, when something shameful is done. 
On the other hand, it is vital for those of us who work to work well. If a boss gets mad at us, we can say it is because he doesn’t like us, she is stupid, or they don’t know what they are doing, etc. But most of the time it’s because the way we do our jobs has put us to shame.

16:12 It is an abomination to kings to commit wickedness: for the throne is established (or founded) by righteousness (KJV).
Why do leaders with great skill sometimes fail? It is sometimes because their "throne" or right to rule had a weak base.  The leader may work hard and have insight and real talent. But his or her right to lead is based on being fair. Lose the fairness and lose the throne. Being clever is not the same as doing right.





Money Does Matter

11:15 He who makes himself responsible (or “is a surety,” KJV) for a strange man will undergo much loss; but the hater of such undertakings will be safe.
A “surety” is when I promise to pay a debt someone else has if they fail to pay it. It would be as if someone takes out a loan to buy a car and I agree to make the payments if the first person does not. While this may seem like a silly thing to do, it is done quite often. This verse argues even if it’s a common practice, it is not a good one. To promise to pay the debts of a stranger is even more foolish. To avoid the practice in every way is a "sure" way to stay out of trouble.

11:24. A man may give freely, and still his wealth will be increased; and another may keep back more than is right, but only comes to be in need.
Let's follow the logic here. I have ten dollars and I give away one dollar. That leaves me with um, nine. But this verse says maybe not. I might give away one dollar for a good cause to someone who needs it. I now have uh, eleven? Yes,  Even though it doesn't seem to make sense, the risk of losing our wealth is greater when we hold onto it than when we "give freely" the "right" amount. The poor like this verse because they like to think it tells the rich to give without limits. But this verse urges all to give a right amount. The rest is ours to spend as we like.

11:25 The liberal soul shall be made fat: and he that watereth shall be watered also himself (KJV).
Where the last verse asks us to give what we have to avoid poverty, this verse suggests the amount of our giving. It says the "liberal" or lavish soul who meets the needs of others will also be fulfilled. Food and water are the examples here. One will fill. The other, like good news from afar (25:25), will refresh, but they apply to broader things.

11:26 He who keeps back grain will be cursed by the people; but a blessing will be on the head of him who lets them have it for a price.
Isn't what I have mine to control? Yes, it is!  Does anyone have the right to tell me what to do with my own food? No, not really. Is there some law that says I have to give away what I went out and earned? Nope. Don't people who get themselves into their own mess need to get themselves out? Most of the time, yeah. Can't I hold onto my goods until I can sell them at the best price? Wait a minute. 
Being kind to the poor may mean more than just giving. Giving often tells the one who receives they are supposed to give something back. Selling something, in a humane way, frees the buyer from having to return the favor. So, in some ways, it is more generous.

11:28 He that trusts in his riches shall fall, but the righteous shall flourish as a branch.
Riches and doing right often compete against each other for our hearts. Which one can we count on; the bank account whose numbers we can see, or something we can't see? If doing right offers some success, suppose we are not as righteous as we could be? Suppose we are righteous only sometimes, not all the time? So, having riches often wins that contest for our trust. 
Why then should we try and be righteous? It is because a righteous person is like a branch who is attached to something like itself, but greater, that won’t let us down in the tough times. Doing right is not something we get right the first time. It is something we grow and flourish in, with time. 

“A man’s bank account doesn’t indicate whether he is rich or poor. It is the heart that makes him rich. A man is rich according to what he is, not according to what he has.”  Henry Ward Beecher
12:11 He who does work on his land will not be short of bread; but he who goes after foolish men is without sense.
In a world that could put a man on the moon, there must be a modern alternative to sweat, work, and having to do boring, thankless routines. Rarely, though, can something replace hard work. That's how we are fed. To allow someone to tell us otherwise, and to then follow them shows we are more than just confused on the subject. It shows we just don’t have any common sense.

13:11 Wealth quickly got will become less; but he who gets a store by the work of his hands will have it increased.
When Solomon talks about getting wealth quickly, the word he used for quickly also means “fleeting,” “empty,” “vain,” “dishonest,” or “like a breath.” (NAS 95) So there is an “empty” way of getting money that is fast, and not honest. This most often means the money will go as fast as it came. There is a way of getting cash that is solid though, and it won’t let us down even though it will often take longer. That way is to earn it. 

“Money talks. Sometimes it says goodbye.”
14:23 In all hard work there is profit but talk only makes a man poor.
What often stops hard work is the fear it will fail, that we may only waste our time and effort. Solomon says in ALL hard work there is reward and all versions of this verse have that one word in it. Whether or not we finish a certain job, hard work still does us good. The only difference is in the degree and kind of success and not in its absence. Working hard to fix a leaky pipe may only teach me how to not make matters worse next time, but it is still something to know. Hard labor, be it of the mind or the body is the way to prosper in the long run (21:5). Compare that to talking.  

Of Parents and Children

10:1 A wise son makes a glad father, but a foolish son is a sorrow to his mother.
This verse is not just aimed at young people, telling them to please their parents. Rather, it is for the parents of young children. It warns those parents to teach their children to be wise while a child still wants to listen. It will make mom and dad either glad or heavy with sorrow, later on.

“The child supplies the power but the parents have to do the steering.” 
Benjamin Spock, Dr. Spock's Baby and Child Care

10:5 He who in summer gets together his store is a son who does wisely; but he who takes his rest (most trans: he who sleeps) when the grain is being cut is a son causing shame. 
The chance to expand ourselves or harvest crops should not catch us by surprise. Just as farmers learn when to plant and harvest, we can learn skills we know we will need later. Thus we plan to gather when it is easy to do so and prepare to prosper when the right time comes. This avoids the shame of having something wake us up and catch us by surprise most other people saw coming a mile away.

11:21 Though hand join in hand, the wicked shall not go unpunished; but the seed (or the children) of the righteous shall be delivered (KJV). 
Both the righteous and the wicked can find themselves trapped in things they would like to escape from. The wicked hope their evil deeds plus their wicked friends and family are the way out. They often have allies they can see. The righteous, on the other hand, may sometimes find themselves alone in their struggles. However, they are only as alone as their doubts will let them be. For although God is unseen, He is almighty and He doesn't forget us. He doesn’t forget our children either.

11:30 The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life; and he that winneth souls is wise (KJV).
In ancient times it was common for rulers to demand their subjects obey them, sometimes out of guilt and often out of fear. Solomon argues it is wiser to inspire people to obey us even if it is harder to do so. The reason it is wiser is, when people obey from the heart, they do more. The reason it is harder is because to win their soul, we must become a person worth listening to. We have to live up to the lofty ideals we inspire others with. Or, as the other part of this verse talks about, they must taste the good fruit of our being upright to know the tree is good too.

12:4 A woman of virtue is a crown to her husband; but she whose behavior is a cause of shame is like a wasting disease in his bones.
It is said a woman sets the emotional climate of a home. “If mama ain’t happy, ain’t no one happy” is a common phrase. If so, then it’s the husband who sets the moral climate, both in courtship and in marriage. It's to his advantage to set a high one for both of them to follow. It's not that she can't be moral by herself. It's just harder for her to do so when she allows him to be the leader. If he is smart, he leads the union in a way fair to both, because a "virtuous" wife, or a wife who also conducts herself that way becomes a crown of honor to himself. She tells the world he knows how to lead. He is not ashamed to have her say it.

13:24 He who keeps back his rod is unkind to his son: the loving father gives punishment with care.
To punish a child “with care” comes from the Hebrew word for “dawn” and refers to someone who is up early to work when others are still in bed (Strong). Many feel the better word to match the Hebrew is “diligence.” This means to work at a task every day, in small steps over a long period of time, even when we sometimes don’t feel like doing it.  So we can let a child live without restraint, then blow up at them when we’ve had enough. But it is an act of caring to enforce the same rules daily, even when you are tired and don’t feel like it; to stop a child’s bad actions when the behavior is young, the miss-deeds are small and things are still easy to correct.

This Wise House

11:29 The troubler of his house will have the wind for his heritage and the foolish will be servant to the wise-hearted.
Large households in Solomon’s day had the husband, the wife, then the children and beneath the children were sometimes the servants. Yet households were much the same as ours in that they found their trouble sent to them from many quarters; money, jobs, noisy neighbors and everyday life. We can't stop those from coming at us, but we can keep from causing problems within our four walls. These are the problems we have some control over. If we "trouble" those closest to us in a foolish way, we may “inherit” a mess later. And our status as leader can change when we have those within our house who are wiser. 

14:1 Wisdom (or “the wise woman”) is building her house, but the foolish woman is pulling it down with her hands.
The command for a wife to submit to her husband really means to submit as one equal to the other, not as a slave to a master or parent to child. Both share in the building and the ruling of the house, but the husband breaks the tie if they don’t agree. The wife follows the husband up to the point of sin, because no one has the right to tell us to do wrong. In the same way all of us find ourselves having to support a project we are not in charge of. So like the wise woman, we build things up, not because we are in charge, but because we are wise. We know to pull a house down means it falls on us too.  

14:11 The house of the sinner will be overturned, but the tent of the upright man will do well (Most other trans: “will flourish”).
Which is better to live in, a house or a tent? Answer: the house. Of those two choices, which seems more stable, has more status and has more comfort? Answer: the house again. So if someone chooses to give up sin today and be upright, this must mean they go from something like living in a house to living in a tent? Yes! What do they lose in the process? Answer: they lose comfort, status and feeling secure. What do they gain? They get to do well anyway. They get a chance to grow and flourish like a tree (BDB). And they aren't destroyed someday.

14:9 In the tents of those hating authority there is error, but in the house of the upright man there is grace.
14:9 Fools make a mock at sin: but among the righteous there is favor (KJV).
This verse gets rendered in varied ways when going from Hebrew to English, but most scholars translate the first part of this verse this way; “Fools make fun of making amends for doing wrong.” Some see this as a laughing at someone who is trying to offer a sin or guilt offering in the ancient Jewish temple. (Lev 4:27, 28) Dumb thing to do, then and now. Upright people, who, we assume, don’t laugh at such things, have houses full of grace, good will or favor. They have this by making amends and set things right, when they do wrong.

14:34 By righteousness a nation is lifted up, but sin is a cause of shame to the peoples.
How does a nation differ from being just a people? A nation has a code of laws, a formal means to govern itself, and a parcel of land with clear borders. A people, on the other hand, can be any group with something in common, such as their race, background, hobbies or their beliefs. Solomon points out the shocking fact some nations simply do better than others. That is what he meant when he wrote some nations are lifted up. It also means some people can become nations and some nations can return to being just groups of people and this process has nothing to do with whether they like baseball more than soccer, use soy sauce instead of salsa, or speak French instead of German. Rather, it has much to do with whether they do more right than wrong.

15:27 He whose desires are fixed on profit is a cause of trouble to his family; but he who has no desire for offerings will have life.
Greed doesn't stay within the heart for very long. It troubles the entire family of the one poisoned by it. Perhaps the apex of that greed is in the taking of offerings, or bribes. We need to guard against those kinds of things. Is a family troubled? Check out the greed factor!

21:9 It is better to dwell in a corner of the housetop, than with a brawling woman in a wide house.
The houses of Judea had flat roofs, surrounded by a low wall. They were pleasant in the evening, but hot and secluded during the day. While this verse may seem funny in talking about marked tension in the home, it is very wise. When faced with discord, notice what the one spouse does and does not do. He does create a neutral corner to go to when the discord is great and both spouses need a break for a while. He can still come back when tempers have cooled and there is now a climate for talking. What he doesn’t do is leave, he doesn’t return anger for anger, and he doesn’t make one person’s doing wrong an excuse to do his own.

31:10 Who can find a virtuous woman? for her price is far above rubies (KJV).
Young men, looking for a wife, are sometimes waiting for a fortune in rubies to drop into their laps. They may not see that wealth of this nature must be searched for. Young women, looking for a husband, are pressured to neglect the virtue that gives them value. Solomon directs the gaze of the wise to the virtuous woman, because her value of is often not seen by a foolish world. And it's not just men who need to see this. Often a good woman's worst critics are other women. They can even be the woman herself.

Wisdom and Status

12:9 He who is of low position and has a servant, is better than one who has a high opinion of himself and is in need of bread.
Or "Better is a poor man who provides for himself, than a noble man who lacks bread" (Clarke). Someone who is poor who can handle their money is better than one who is rich, who can’t. This verse also shows us the problem of those who can't do common work because they deserve better. The idea of what we deserve to have and what we are too proud to do, can trap us if we aren't careful. There's nothing wrong with flippin' burgers to pay the bills and buying only those things we can afford. The wise allow a humble paycheck to create a humble heart. That heart is free. 

“It is greatness to do little things well.”
14:19 The knees of the evil are bent before the good; and sinners go down in the dust at the doors of the upright.
Most will tell us it is the weak who bow before the strong and the poor before the rich. Now go further. It is the dumb who most often bow before the smart, the pupil before the teacher, the child before the adult, the lower class before the upper class, the worker before the boss, the follower before the leader, the slave before the master, the younger before the older, the loser before the winner, the fat before the thin, the ugly before the pretty and the out-crowd before the in-crowd. But Solomon says the only status that is vital is being good or evil, doing right or wrong. And when the lowly do right and the high born do wrong, the status quo starts to change.

15:31 The man whose ear is open to the teaching (or rebuke) of life will have his place among the wise.
In any group of people, there are those who are looked to for advice and are seen as sages, or wise people. That is what Solomon is talking about when he talks about our having a “place among the wise.” We come to that place by being the kind of person who can be taught, or corrected, or even rebuked. Matthew Henry describes this process like this. “Those that learn well, and obey well, are likely in time to teach well and rule well.”  Because they know how painful it is to be corrected, they can correct others with grace. In time, they are placed by critics and skeptics alike, among the wise. 

15:33 The fear of the Lord is the instruction of wisdom; and before honor is humility.
God exalts no one but them that are truly humbled (Notes found in the Geneva Bible 1544).

Pro 17:2 A servant who does wisely will have rule over a son causing shame and will have his part in the heritage among brothers.
Servanthood or being a slave was a clear reminder of rank and status in the ancient world. Servants served in households for years, sometimes for a lifetime based on what kinds of agreements they could make. Some believed there were those who were just born to be slaves; their lack of brains didn't allow them to be something better. Surprise! Being foolish or wise had a power greater than the most rigid social roadblocks of that day or any day.

The Blessed Peacemakers

10:10 He that winketh with the eye causeth sorrow, but a prattling fool shall fall (KJV). 
To "wink" here means to ignore or not see evil (Clarke). God Himself overlooks evil in the best sense of this term in his desire to redeem us. We "wink" at the evil in ourselves and in others to avoid having to deal with it. In the end this causes sorrow. There are some who translate the second half of this verse this way: "but he who makes a man see his errors is a cause of peace." This seems closer to the theme of "winking" or ignoring wrong. And it's true.

10:12 Hatred stirreth up strifes, but love covers all sins (KJV). 
10:12 Hate is a cause of violent acts, but all errors are covered up by love.
The real reasons for strife and discord are likely to be below the surface of what we first see. Violent acts can be “stirred up” or “wakened” (BDB/Strongs) by those with awful motives and can touch many. Often the things fought over are not that vital. The answer is to find the error or wrong that is the real cause. Love covers wrongs (11:13) not in the sense of trying to deceive or excuse, but in the sense being willing to forgive (Ps 32:1) and in being modest (Isa 58:7). It doesn’t seek to expose sin beyond the circle of those who are part of the problem or part of the answer.

11:12 He who has a poor opinion (despises, scorns-NAS95) of his neighbor has no sense, but a wise man keeps quiet.
Quarrels between neighbors are as certain as death and taxes, but the one who starts the quarrel is most often the fool. Wise people make every effort to get along with those close enough to do them great harm. This may mean keeping silent about minor irritants and insults. When they are upset, they know better than to take it out on those closest to them. This verse doesn’t apply to every quarrel though.

11:13 A gossip betrays a confidence, but a trustworthy man keeps a secret (NIV).
We like to see the telling of a secret we promised to keep, as a slip up, or as a change from how we most often behave. This proverb warns us, we tend to reveal secrets because we are gossips. This is like other verses that say we lie because we are liars, and we steal because we are thieves. Any of these outward acts can become habits and should warn us to check for deeper, inner flaws when they occur. If we can keep a secret though, it shows an inner goodness for all to see. It is odd that one reason we gossip is because we want to make ourselves look good at someone else’s expense. But if we show we can keep a secret, the secret stays hidden, but our goodness does not.

12:16 A foolish man lets his trouble (or anger, his being provoked, BDB) be openly seen, but a sharp man keeps shame secret (or covers shame KJV).
How is "keeping shame a secret" the opposite of a foolish man’s anger? Covering shame seems like we are hiding something and getting mad does get other people to notice us.  The fool is driven by passions and the prudent one is controlled by principle. To hide shame does not mean to hide something so it is not found out. Instead, it means a return to being modest, like covering a poor, naked person with clothes. The one with the short fuse is the fool. The one who can feel shame about an issue, enough to do something about it, is "sharp.” 

12:20 Deceit is in the heart of those whose designs are evil, but for those purposing peace (or to the counselors of peace KJV) there is joy.
There are two kinds of human hearts here so opposed to each other they explain each other. First, there is a heart that gives great thought to evil and is also something of a liar. Then, there is one the Hebrew term describes as a counselor, or one who tries to settle disputes by hearing both sides of a problem (Strong). So this means that in order to end turmoil and bring peace, peace-makers must get all the facts and sometimes expose crooked, evil things. This is hard but it brings joy later.

13:10 The only effect of pride is fighting; but wisdom is with the quiet in spirit.
The Hebrew word for pride comes from a root word that means to “seethe” or “boil up” (BDB). Given this picture, it is easy to see how pride can end in conflict. Even though many think this is the way to get their voices heard, Solomon argues it causes is fighting. The “quiet in spirit” is better described as someone who is “well advised” or who “receives council,” (BDB Strongs) perhaps from many sources.  So the answer to rage is not to bottle it, but to express it in a way that is wise. This allows the steam to drive the train and not just blow the whistle. 

People who fight fire with fire usually end up with ashes.
15:1 By a soft answer wrath is turned away, but a bitter word is a cause of angry feelings.
“Kindness in one causes kindness in the other and rage causes rage (Clarke).” Note what it talks about is a “soft answer” and not silence. Words can be said that are in fact true, but the way they are said can be meant to insult, to provoke and demean. The wise person in the verbal battle does not feed this cycle of anger and make it become more heated. Instead, an answer that attacks the problem and not the person is the better way.

"Anyone can become angry. That is easy. But to be angry with the right person, to the right degree, at the right time, for the right purpose and in the right way - that is not easy."
Aristotle

15:12 The hater of authority (or scorner or scoffer-most other trans) has no love for teaching (or does not love those who reprove, rebuke or correct-most other trans): he will not go to the wise.
It is hard to get to the root of a conflict between people sometimes. One can invite those involved to air their feelings of anger, contempt or disdain, but do the issues that divide have merit? Is there a wrong that should be made right and is there a true desire among those involved to resolve a problem in a fair way? After all, in order to make things better, someone may have to admit some failure on their part. Or are we dealing with a scorner? Is this one who will not agree no matter what we do and are we wasting our time? Sometimes, when the issues are clear and good answers are close at hand, we can tell much about a person by what they refuse to do.
15:18 An angry man makes men come to blows, but he who is slow to get angry puts an end to fighting.
Our souls can be trapped by learning the ways of angry people (22:24-25). Wrathful people can stir up strife, even coming to blows, and can do much wrong (29:22). So Solomon counsels us not so much to avoid being angry, but to be slow at it (15:1;16:32;19:11), not because we are weak, but because we understand (14:29), and have good sense (19:11). Part of what we know on the matter is those who are hot tempered will be punished by falling into the trap they made for themselves. It is best not to try and rescue them (19:19), until they have first learned their lesson. The other part is the one who is slow to get angry is more likely to be the one who stops the fighting.

“Use soft words and hard arguments.”
English Proverb

15:23 A man has joy in the answer of his mouth: and a word at the right time, (or a word in due season KJV) how good it is!
Sometimes there is a “right time” or a "word in due season" for what we need to say. Perhaps this refers to a change in the climate of a problem, when the passions are less and the issues are clearer. Or there may be a time when the results of a choice or a belief are now glaring. The words then make sense to the hearer. The best reasons in the world may not be enough to convince someone else until that right time is here. The waiting is the hard part. Solomon argues the strain in waiting for the season to change is made easier by the joy to come. And then, the words need not be many. 

“Don't try to solve serious matters in the middle of the night.”

Speak to Me of Honor and Justice

10:6 Blessings are upon the head of the just: but violence covereth the mouth of the wicked (KJV).  
10:6 Blessings are on the head of the upright, but the face of sinners will be covered with sorrow.
The head of the High Priest in the ancient Jewish Temple was covered with oil, flowing freely to the borders of his robe, before being welcomed into the presence of God. This lavish, outward blessing displayed the rich, inner holiness all could now see. In like fashion, sinners also treasure their inner evil.  They display their inner person as they speak of violence, until their face and mouth are finally covered by it.



10:15 The rich man's wealth is his strong city; the destruction of the poor is their poverty.
The Haitians have a proverb. "No one listens to the cry of the poor or the sound of a wooden bell." Life can be so hard; so unfair. The giant so often wins over David. The poor no matter how noble are destroyed by their poverty. The rich, no matter how corrupt, are secured by their wealth. In making us wise, Solomon must "tell it like it is" no matter how harsh.  We must see it as it is and do something.

11:16 A gracious woman retaineth honor, and strong men retain riches (KJV). 
Outnumbered and weaker, this woman has the stubborn will and the inner decency to achieve something much better. She reminds us what to hold onto (honor) and how to do it (have a gracious heart) when we lose other battles. These things make us worthy of respect. Lesser desires do not. She shows us it is not the number or the strength of those in life’s conflicts that is vital. It’s having the better soul and the better goal.

11:31 If the upright man is rewarded on earth, how much more the evil-doer and the sinner!
It is common to believe we suffer in this life, then we die and go to our reward in heaven. There is comfort in that belief, but it is not the whole story. Not all evil waits until Judgment Day to be punished. There is great joy in doing right, in this world. We can have justice now. Neither are we free to just throw up our hands, give up and wait for heaven or the coming of Messiah.  Sometimes the head must remind the heart these things are so.

12:2 A good man has grace in the eyes of the Lord; but the man of evil designs gets punishment from him.
It is common to say in certain church circles we cannot earn our way to Heaven, and this is true. It is when we put our faith in Him, not our effort that gets us on the list and through the door. The problem comes when He doesn't see much goodness emerge in us after that. Then it is hard for us to enjoy His favor. The Almighty extends His grace to the good and his anger to the evil whether we say we are on His side or not. And He is not alone in noting that sometimes those who don’t pretend to follow Him do more good than those who say they do.

12:10 An upright man has thought for the life of his beast, but the hearts of evil-doers are cruel.
Most translate the second half of this verse as, “but the tender mercies of the wicked are cruel.” Moses required Israel to rest their oxen on the Sabbath, along with themselves. He did this because righteous people are also merciful people and a good measure of just how righteous they are is the mercy they show. This goes even down to our animals. The wicked, who see the righteous reaping the rewards of being kind, can try it, but this is where they discover the evil that has helped them has also trapped them. They are still cruel, even when they don't want to be.

12:21 No trouble will come to upright men, but sinners will be full of evil.
The Hebrew word for trouble actually means to "pant" as in having worked hard, but having nothing to show for it (BDB). Its strict meaning is "to come to nothing" and while it is often translated as "trouble, wickedness, or sorrow" it is also rendered as being “empty." Just people face and endure evil. We all know this. It is this “nothing,” this end result of doing wrong, they don't have to face. The wicked, by contrast get their fill of it.

13:13 He who makes sport of the word will come to destruction, but the respecter of the law will be rewarded.
There is a law of the jungle that respects the strong and hates the weak. When we are weak and we feel this contempt, it’s hard to offer respect to anyone or anything in return. There is however, a better, holy law of right and wrong not based on strength or weakness. Anyone who respects that better law is promised a reward. We can’t change many unfair things in life, but we can at least choose which of those two laws we will honor. Just making fun of that word that was meant to keep people from doing wrong and we can be destroyed.

15:29 The Lord is far from sinners, but his ear is open to the prayer of the upright.
It is possible to do awful things and feel God still likes what we do. The lies we believe can be as great as the sins we practice. But this says if we do evil, no matter what label we put on it, God is far from us. Practice to do what is right and God will hear our prayers. If a prayer isn’t answered, check if what we did might have something to do with it.

Good Judgment

13:23 There is much food in the ploughed land of the poor; but it is taken away by wrongdoing (or “by want of judgment” KJV).
Some have looked at the words “wrongdoing” or “lack of judgment” in this verse and say it is not just talking about the wrong done to the poor but also the wrong done BY the poor (Clarke, Henry). The poor can suffer from injustice. It is also true when the field is small, it must be used well.  So those who shy away from words like “wrongdoing” and “judgment” out of a sense of care may need to re-think that. In that word “judgment,” when rightly used, is the way to solve both parts of the problem of why people are hungry. It solves other problems as well.

14:2 He who goes on his way in righteousness has before him the fear of the Lord; but he whose ways are twisted (or devious) gives him no honor (or despises him).
Many do not like the idea we should judge someone. What scripture commands though, is if we must judge someone we be fair and call someone a cheat only when there is clear proof. Without proof, we assume the best. So if someone lives by the high ethics they talk about and says they fear the Lord, we should believe them. If someone says they do, but they don’t, then they don’t even when they say they do. Some feel when this verse says “the one whose ways are twisted despise him,” the “him” refers not to just the Lord, but to those who try and follow the Lord (Gill). We can also tell a lot about someone by the kind of enemies they have.


14:12 There is a way which seems straight before a man, but its end is the ways of death.
Solomon points out a painful fact. As a general rule, a person sees all the ways they live as being right and all of us make that same mistake (16:2 and 21:2). Given this broad problem, it’s easy to see why we don’t notice how many of our choices lead to our hurt and some can even to our death. Fools trust their heart on profound moral issues (28:26), but wise people listen to advice (12:15). They know beneath good actions, even their own, can be bad motives (16:2). They attempt to weigh or measure their hearts in the same scale God does. They don’t make up their own rules for the game of life, and then declare themselves the winner.

14:17 He that is soon angry dealeth foolishly: and a man of wicked devices (or the schemer or crafty one) is hated (KJV).
Though none of us like to judge, Solomon argues when we must, we should use right judgement. This is a good sample of that judgment. Those who are quick to anger stir up strife (22:9) and are often put to shame (25:8). We should not be friends with these people (22:24) but they do not make the list of those the Almighty truly hates (6:16-19). Crafty people do make that list. These people make wicked plans and are good at deceit. The hot flash of anger that leads one to do foolish things is not the same as plotting and scheming. One such person is a child in the body of a grown up. The other is a monster.


15:25 The Lord will destroy the house of the proud: but he will establish the border of the widow (KJV).
It is a common for the poor to have someone with more power, lay claim to at least part, if not all of their land. Our house or lands can be made bigger at other people’s expense. God takes the cause of the widow, when even her border is threatened. So should we.

16:2 All the ways of a man are clean in his own eyes; but the Lord weigheth the spirits (KJV).
Those who feel the human heart should be their guide are simply wrong. Our inner compass cannot be trusted.  It is so easy to think well of ourselves, even when it is not true. But to assume all our ways are bad is not the answer, either. God weighs our inner man on His scale of right and wrong. He is not deceived; He just asks that we not be, as well.

The Power to Remain

10:25 As the whirlwind passeth, so is the wicked no more: but the righteous is an everlasting foundation (KJV).
God was angry with a man called Job and spoke to him out of the whirlwind. Job responded to God, not with anger, but with surrender. When the storm was gone, Job was still there and was greatly blessed. The whirlwind lasts only a short time and it stays in one place for a few moments. It comes to both the wicked and the righteous. It cleanses some and removes others. It makes good people better. Those who remain are the bedrock upon which others build.

“All sunshine makes a desert.”   Arab Proverb

10:27 The fear of the Lord gives long life (other versions: prolongs days), but the years of the evil-doer will be cut short.
The fear of the Lord adds days to a life and so the converse is also true. The contempt of the Lord takes away years. Jesus said “sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.” This means we don't have to solve more than a days worth of problems today. And this fear of the Lord gives us many days to do that daily task.

10:29 The way of the Lord is strength to the upright, but destruction shall be to the workers of iniquity (KJV). 
The Roman cross was meant to humble as well as punish. It was meant to make Rome look strong and her enemies weak. God's way is often seen like that by those who don’t know much. Upright people love their enemies, turn the other cheek, and go the extra mile. Yet this way is stronger than the world admits. Those who know the cross of Jesus know also the empty tomb.

“Triumphs without difficulties are empty. Indeed; it is difficulties that make the triumph. It is no feat to travel the smooth road.”  Author Unknown

10:30 The upright man will never be moved, but evil-doers will not have a safe resting-place in the land.
Imagine the fear of the wicked. They can harm the righteous all they want. In the end, when the dust finally settles, the righteous are still standing right where they left them. Being upright gives us the power to remain.

11:8 The upright man is taken out of trouble, and in his place comes the sinner.
It is said of King Saul that he "feared David." It is said of David that he "feared God." Despite Saul's cruel pursuit of David, it was Saul who died in battle, and it was David who sat on the throne. Both were in trouble, only one got out.

12:7 Evil-doers are overturned and never seen again, but the house of upright men will keep its place.
In Psalms 37, David saw the house of the wicked King Saul spreading like a green bay tree. Later, David couldn't find it, even when he really looked. But when David died, his house remained, but not because it was tranquil, and not because the people within it didn't have flaws. David loved doing right and was honest about his sins. Thus, his house stands. 

13:6 Righteousness keeps safe him whose way is without error, but evil-doers are overturned by sin.
In verse 11:6 it says being upright saves us, or snatches us from troubles (BDB) and the false will be caught or found out. This verse says the upright will be kept safe, while evil-doers will be overthrown (BDB). We can compare the verses and see how they differ, but one theme comes through. If we choose to do right, we will be faced with conflict. Otherwise, there would be nothing to be snatched away from. That conflict can make us feel unsafe and in trouble. So it’s not a path for those who give up easy. But all the conflict in the world doesn’t make this verse untrue. That’s good to know. 

The Smart Listener

12:15 The way of the foolish man seems right to him, but the wise man gives ear to suggestions.
 Our society values the "independent thinker." These people, without help from anyone else and against all odds, go against the flow, do great things and are proven right in the end. But that is more make-believe than real. Most of us need advice from time to time to know which way to go. It is a sign of being wise, not of being weak or dumb, to ask for it. 

12:19 The lip of truth shall be established forever, but a lying tongue is but for a moment (KJV). 
It’s hard to know if someone is telling the truth to us or not. One way to check it out is to find out if what they are saying has been around for a while and has the person talking to us been around for a while? Truth and people who tell the truth tend to remain and the others tend to go away. And when it comes to having to decide how to run our lives many choose to base that on advice from friends, from movies, from music, from books and don't wonder if that advice is based on something that is true. They don't realize true things last and nice things, helpful things, current things, appealing things, may not. 

12:23 A sharp man keeps back his knowledge; but the heart of foolish men makes clear their foolish thoughts.
The word "sharp" in this verse also means subtle, shrewd or even crafty, in a good sense of the term. It mirrors Jesus' command to be "wise as serpents, but harmless as doves." Just as the serpent was crafty with Eve, we are to be crafty in a good way. So why then should we work to learn something and then conceal it? Because in a world filled with craftiness of the worst kind, it isn't wrong for the righteous to keep people guessing.

13:20 Go with wise men and be wise: but he who keeps company with the foolish will be broken.
Suppose we know someone who has done things that has kept them off of the list of nice people, at least off the short list. Suppose their life is a mess and now they want out. They can’t change the way they have lived for years, can they? Yes, they can. The answer is simple. Find those who are like what we want to be and just be with them. Let their good habits, their wisdom, sort of rub off. We don’t have to say much, know a lot or be someone we are not. Just walk with them. Walking with fools does not end in a happy way.

15:28 The heart of the upright gives thought to (or studies, other versions) his answer; but from the mouth of the evil-doer comes a stream of evil things.
There is a quantity versus quality issue here. Notice the amount of words from each side. The righteous study or give great thought to what they say, but the wicked just pour out the evil. So it is so vital to weigh one's thoughts before speaking even if it looks like we won’t get to say as much. It’s not the amount of words that are said that means something, but the truth they contain.

“Why fools are endowed by nature with voices so much louder than sensible people possess is a mystery. It is a fact emphasized throughout history.” Hertzler

The Work of Heart and Soul

10:18 He that hideth hatred with lying lips, and he that uttereth a slander, is a fool (KJV).
It is foolish to keep in our heart those things we can't be honest about. Not every thought of hatred is wrong, but fools treasure them. They brood on them, while looking calm on the outside. When they say cruel things about others they know aren't true, they make their voice to sound sincere and convince themselves they are right, even when they know they are wrong. Thus they become "of two minds" and are no longer stable (James 1:8). In the end they are someone to be pitied.

11:17 The man who has mercy will be rewarded, but the cruel man is the cause of trouble to himself.
Most other versions of this verse read the first part as “the merciful man does good to his own soul.” So do I trouble myself? Or do I make time to do good to my own soul?  Am I so concerned with meeting the needs of others, am I such a martyr to our own cause, I can't spend time renewing the person within? This is not talking about letting ourselves become lazy or selfish. Instead, it is about the normal result of a heart filled with mercy, towards myself and others. Just what kind of person am I anyway?

13:25 The upright man has food to the full measure of his desire, (or, “to the satisfying of the soul”, other versions) but there will be no food for the stomach of evil-doers.
It is easy to see here the upright shall eat and the evil-doer will, with time, go hungry. But note the upright fills the soul while the one who does evil deals only with the belly. Jesus said, “My food is to do the pleasure of him who sent me and to make his work complete (John 4:34).” He knew there was food for the soul, as well as food for the body and ate at both tables often. So we might fill our stomachs when we feel low because the hunger is not really for that kind of meal at all. But feed the soul often and we won’t overfeed the body. “A contented mind is a continual feast (Clarke).”

14:10 No one has knowledge of a man’s grief (most translations: bitterness) but himself; and a strange person has no part in his joy.
14:10 The heart knoweth his own bitterness; and a stranger doth not intermeddle with his joy (KJV).
The wise learn to manage their inner and their outer worlds well. They know (lit: see) their own grief and other deep feelings when they are there. Job knew to express his grief (Job 10:1), even though he knew its depth could not be really measured (Job 6:2-3). At the same time we keep the crooked (implied) or strange person from becoming part of what we enjoy. We do this so we aren’t pressured to do evil when all we really want to do is have fun. One task is within. The other is without. Both need to be done. No one said this was supposed to be easy.

14:13 Even while laughing the heart may be sad; and after joy comes sorrow.
14:13 Even in laughter the heart is sorrowful; and the end of that mirth is heaviness (KJV).
Solomon points out the head and the heart don’t always connect. We can say we are happy when we really aren’t and can expect a joy to last forever that really can’t. This disconnect is therefore, a bad thing for the most part (See Eccl 2:10, 11) and those who study the subject of mental illness would agree. Divide the head from the heart and they can war against each other. Wise people spot this in themselves and in others. But the joyful heart connects nicely (15:13). Wise people therefore, guard their hearts (4:23). They know worry can weigh it down (12:25), it can become bitter (14:10) and an evil heart is no help at all (10:20). Jesus said, “Don’t let your heart be troubled... believe in me.” (John 14:1)

14:30 A quiet (or healthy-BDB) mind (or heart) is the life of the body, but envy is a disease in the bones.
While the heart is seen as the center of the body, and is used as a picture of the inner man or soul, the bones are a picture of our entire body (Ps 35:10). They are also a picture of our courage or fear and of our being able to stand in a moral sense (Hab 3:16, Job 4:14). A drying of the bones is the reverse of good health (17:22). 
So why should we applaud the success of others, be glad for their good fortune, praise their good deeds, pray for their blessings and grieve over their failures? So we do not envy them. Solomon urges us to guard our hearts (4:23) because our inner peace can be so attacked, so wounded that it can even affect the health of the body that contains it. A heart can be weighed down with worry (12:25) and a lack of hope can make the heart sick (13:12). But the danger described here is not so much an assault from the outside, but is a common fault within, acting like a disease, working slowly and unseen while it creates havoc.

15:13 A glad heart makes a shining face, but by the sorrow of the heart the spirit is broken (stricken or wounded-BDB).
This verse compares the effect of the heart on how we look on the outside to its effect on the inner part of our being, our spirit. The Hebrew term rendered heart here also means things like mind (12:8), sense (6:23; 12:11), and our being able to understand (9:4; 9:16; 10:21 NAS 95). But the term spirit or “wind” (BDB) refers more to our motives (16:2 NAS 95), the things that drive or inspire us (Ex 35:21), that move us to action, like the wind moves a sailboat. This spirit must be controlled (25:28) and sometimes held back (29:11). It can also be broken or crushed (15:4). And if it fails (143:7) or leaves (Ps 146:40), we die. So keeping our hearts glad, and not letting sorrow defeat us, does more than make us look good. It preserves in us the will to keep going.

15:14 The heart of the man of good sense goes in search of knowledge (or truth-NLT), but foolish things are the food of the unwise (Other trans: or the mouth of the fool feeds on foolishness).
The Hebrew verb we translate “feed” means to “pasture” or to “graze” (BDB) as if the unwise are a herd of cattle or sheep feeding on grass. Foolish things are all around us, ready to fill our mental stomachs with as much nonsense as we could want. But the ones with good sense shun the easy stuff and go for something much better. They want the real thing, the knowledge they can count on; the truth worthy of their trust, even if they must work to find it. The verse implies there may be no end to their search either. 
Si dixisti, Sufficit, periisti--If you say, I have enough, you are undone.

15:15 All the days of the troubled are evil; but he whose heart is glad has an unending feast.
There is an answer to evil days and to the trouble that tries to enter our hearts. This verse is the third of three verses in chapter 15 that deal with the heart. Verse 13 shows the good result of keeping our heart glad lest we lose our will to live. Verse 14 contains the idea of feeding the heart with good things rather than bad. This verse shows the success of both ideas. Please see in this verse it’s the being troubled within that causes the evil days and not the kind of day causing us to be that kind of person. So how can we be that kind of person who guards their heart (4:23) so it is not so troubled? First, see the threat sorrow can pose to us if it is not handled right and second, feed our hearts on truthful things, not nonsense. Other things that make the heart glad is to have God as our focus (Ps 16:9; Ps 32:11; Ps 69:32), wait for His help with our troubles when they are beyond our own power to change (Isa 65:14; Isa 66:14), not rejoice when our enemies stumble (27:17), listen to good advice (12:25; 27:9) ask our children to be wise (27:11), and just enjoy our food and drink (Ps 104:3). These things make for a feast indeed.

15:26 Evil designs are disgusting to the Lord, but the words of the clean-hearted are pleasing.
Evil or unclean thoughts keep a person from God, even if the person doesn’t realize it. If we don’t do our house cleaning, we can come to God with fancy words, not know He can see right through us and then get mad when God seems kind of standoffish. But if we take care of business in our hearts first, the words coming out of our mouth will delight not only the Almighty, but the rest of those who have to listen to what we say.

15:30 The light of the eyes (some translations: a cheerful look) is a joy to the heart, and good news makes the bones fat.
The ancients knew the connection between body and soul well enough. Hope from without puts hope within. Hope in the heart creates strength in the body.

15:32 He who will not be controlled by training has no respect for his soul, but he who gives ear to teaching will get wisdom.
Here is a most common form of eternal suicide. It is to refuse to learn, if learning means we have to change what we do or admit we were wrong. To refuse to do that is to hate one's eternal soul.

Experience is a bad teacher, but it is the only class the fool will attend.

16:6 By mercy and good faith (or truth) evildoing is taken away (or is atoned for or purged): and by the fear of the Lord men are turned away from evil.
Let’s play with this verse. By mercy without truth, evil is excused. By truth without mercy evil is condemned. But with mercy and truth evil is taken away. While these two terms seem to be the reverse of each other, they must both exist, side by side, in a balance between each. Thus with mercy and truth we remove the evil within us. And by fearing, by turning, we remove the habit of evil among us.


The Process of Hope

10:28 The hope of the righteous shall be gladness: but the expectation of the wicked shall perish (KJV). 
What we expect to happen is based on how things often are. Hopes are based on how we want things to be. Based on what has always happened last time, what do we expect will happen next? Now, what do we hope will happen next? 
When the Lord makes us righteous, we are no longer stuck with life-as-usual and the-way-things-have-always-been. I don't know what others are hoping for, nor if we will get exactly what we want. If we have been made upright, we’ll find He doesn’t let us down.

11:7 At the death of an upright man his hope does not come to an end, but the hope of the evil-doer comes to destruction. 
The word for evil-doer is felt by many to mean a bad person plus their strength and riches (Gill). We can do a lot when we have hope. When our hope is only in our being able to handle things ourselves, we then lose hope when we become weak or grow old. It is painful because that strength was the only thing we had in this world to help us. So our power and our hopes die together. Wise people hope in one greater than themselves, so when their strength goes, hopes remains.  

“Life is the childhood of our immortality.” Johann Wolfgang Von Goethe

13: 12 Hope put off is a weariness (or sickness) to the heart; but when what is desired comes, it is a tree of life.
 The “tree of life” was the tree in the Garden of Eden whose fruit would make a person live forever. We can say what we like about how we must all have hope for something better in this world, but Solomon says hope can be hard work. Hope can be delayed and leave us feeling tired, weak and sick. It can make giving up look good.  So not every hope out there is worth the effort. A wise person chooses what they hope for with care, because there are only some things worth the wait. The right hope can so transform us however, we can live forever.

13:19 To get one’s desire (other translations: a desire accomplished, a longing fulfilled) is sweet to the soul, but to give up evil is disgusting to the foolish.
The first part of this verse talks about having to work at something or having to wait until it’s done and this is a good thing. The second half contrasts with the first and says our holding on to evil is foolish. Letting go of evil seems to be something we can do now and longing for something, accomplishing something suggests the rewards will come later. Perhaps this is why some hang on to the evil that will hurt them in the end, because doing the good may not reward them right away. The thing we long for, when it is not evil, does get fulfilled though, and it is so sweet when it comes the wait is worth it.  

What Matters Is Life and Death

12:28 In the way of righteousness is life: and in that pathway thereof there is no death (KJV).
We live in a world is marred by evil and death. Living things grow old and die, new things wear out and are thrown away, good people have their faults, we know some things but not all, we do some things right and other things not-so-right. All around us are limits, gray areas, pluses, minuses, the good, the bad and there is nothing here lasting or seems to matter all that much. Therefore we buck the trend and do what is right. There is no death there. 

13:14 The teaching (other translations: “law”) of the wise is a fountain of life, turning men away from the nets of death.
All of us have certain ways of doing things or certain rules of how to behave that seem to work best for us, at least for now. But there is a "law" of the wise, or rules for doing things that will refresh, will make our lives blossom and grow as if they were plants around a fountain. These rules will also keep us from getting trapped or even killed. Those of us who think of teaching as something dull and who think of rules only in the sense of their keeping us from doing something fun need to see this. It's also vital to look at our own rules or the things we were taught and not assume just because we have followed them for a while, they are the best there is. Solomon says there is a way that,for many reasons, may be better than the one we are going by right now. 

The End of the Story

10:7 The memory of the upright is a blessing, but the name of the evil-doer will be turned to dust.
This verse compares those trying to make a name for themselves with those who don’t have to. You see, I can promote my name and make it as grand as can be, but I can’t make people recall, and whether an evil-doer is living or dead, this verse says their name will turn to dust. Perhaps the only revenge we are allowed on those who do us wrong is to forget all about them. The memory that blesses us however, we will keep. 

10:16 The labor of the righteous tendeth to life, the fruit of the wicked to sin (KJV).
10: 16 The work of the upright gives life: the increase of the evil-doer is a cause of sin.
Note in this verse it is the upright who work and the wicked who just sort of “grow” or “increase.” One reason we don’t do upright things is because we often have to work at it. Why work at such a job?  Because the paycheck is having a life worth living. It is when we work and wait this proverb is helpful. It reminds us there is a storing up of blessing and ruin, based on what we do. The short term seldom tells us the whole story.

10:24 The thing feared by the evil-doer will come to him, but the upright man will get his desire.
Don't the wicked have hopes and dreams? Yes. Don’t they aspire to better things like the rest of us? They do, just as the righteous have fears and doubts. But it is not the dreams or the fears that matter. It is whether one is upright or not. The final outcome of both is so different. It is based on the nature of their souls and not their goals. 

“The natural flight of the human mind is not from pleasure to pleasure, but from hope to hope.”
Samuel Johnson

11:18 The wicked work a deceitful work; but to Him that soweth righteousness shall be a sure reward (KJV). 
The things we do go unseen for many reasons. We can steal or deceive and hope to get away with it. We can do something very good and sometimes no one notices. Both are hidden, but one is good and another bad. One is planned, the other just happens. Hide a stolen stereo in the ground and it might not get found. Hide seeds in the ground and they don't stay hidden; they sprout after a while. Good works are like that. They tell our story for us.

11:23 The desire of the upright man is only for good, but wrath is waiting for the evil-doer.
It is not what happens now that is vital. It is what happens later. It is the fate of the man, the close of the speech, the end of the trail that means the most. The brief triumph of evil passes. The desire of flawed, but upright people to do good is achieved. The reward of both is without doubt. You can tell much about the destiny of a person by what they want now. 

11:27 He who, with all his heart (many trans: diligently), goes after what is good is searching for grace; but he who is looking for trouble will get it.
The greeting of the Master on the final day is "Well done thou good and faithful servant" (Matt 25:21). The person who tries to be good without having to work at it for awhile inspires no one, not even God Himself. Being diligent means we work at something, over and over. We get up and try again, even if our past attempts at being good failed. Goodness, like any skill, improves with time and practice. When achieved, it comes with the favor of both a joyful heaven and a shocked world.

12:21 No trouble will come to upright men, but sinners will be full of evil.
The Hebrew word for evil actually means to "pant" as in having worked hard, but having nothing to show for it. Its strict meaning is "to come to nothing" and while it is often translated as "trouble, wickedness, or sorrow" it is also rendered as being “empty." Just people face and endure evil; we all know this. It is this being empty, this result of doing wrong, they don't have to face.  The wicked, by contrast get their fill of it.

12:24 The hand of the ready worker (or diligent, KJV) will have authority, but he who is slow in his work will be put to forced work.
We compete with others who have more ability, talent, charm, status, learning, and good luck than we do. All we may be able to offer is hard work. In the end, which one is in charge? And all those good things, in the hands of a lazy person, leaves that person where?

13:9 There is a glad dawn for the upright man, but the light (most translations: lamp) of the sinner will be put out.
The best way to explain this verse is found in 1Ki 15:4. This and other verses use the lamp as a picture of the children we leave behind us and the effect our lives will have on the world after we are gone. The upright, and their children, will be like the light of dawn. Clouds may hide but not put out, that brightness. Compare it to a lamp that will burn only for a moment. The small amount of oil is used up and with a faint gust of wind, it is gone. 

13:21 Evil will overtake sinners, but the upright will be rewarded with good.
This word “overtake” is often used in scripture to describe an army losing a battle, their ranks have broken and now the soldiers are on the run. Behind them is the army that has won and they are catching up. Those that do evil and brag about it often forget to tell this part of their story, even though it is common. The upright, by contrast, will be repaid for their efforts to do well. The word rewarded is also the word “Shalom” or peace. It means a conflict has ended as a debt is repaid and a wrong has been made right. We shouldn’t forget about this part either.

14:32 The sinner is overturned (Other trans: thrust down, brought down, driven away, banished) in his evil-doing, but the upright man has hope in his righteousness (Most other trans: has hope in his death, or has a refuge when they die). 
This verse implies both the sinner and the upright are in distress. One is being driven away but the other one is looking for hope. But the same hope that has been a refuge to the upright in their lifetimes doesn’t fail them at death either. Solomon explains this hope in 12:7 where he says the evil-doer loses and is never seen again, but when the upright person dies, their house remains. This “house” refers to the line of those children who are either born to them or to those they simply mentor (Genesis 17:23; Ecc 2:7) and who remain a force for good in the world after they are gone.

16:4 The Lord made all things for Himself: yea, even the wicked for the day of evil.
Shepherds use sheep dogs to drive their flocks to where the shepherd wants them to go. The dog is used in scripture as a metaphor for evil. When evil barks and snaps at the heels of the righteous, it is good to know it remains under the control of the shepherd. It drives us to where the shepherd was trying to lead us.

16:5 Everyone that is proud in heart is an abomination to the Lord: though hand join in hand, he shall not be unpunished.
While it is sad to see the proud prevail at times, it is very hard to see them form alliances with others like themselves. Thus, they become stronger and more successful than they would be otherwise. But even then, they are not bigger than the Almighty. We have to believe, even when provoked to think otherwise; even when asked to join them.
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